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THE M.O.W. is to issue licences for urgent work at 
Guildford Cathedral. 


LIVERPOOL is the scene of this year’s British Archi- 
tects’ Conference. For many years Sir Lancelot 
Keay, P.R.ILB.A., has held the appointment of 
City Architect and Director of Housing to the City 
Corporation and the work of his Department is 
described and illustrated on page 635 


A PERMANENT TWO-STOREYED HOUSE combining 
factory-produced components and normal building, 
the latter being used where unit construction has 
proved uneconomical, has been designed by Arcon, 
Architects. 641 


A PROPOSED new office building for Liverpool has 
been designed in order that certain vertical or hori- 
zontal portions may be segregated or used separ 
ately or independently. 


THe ARCHITECT’S OFFICE of the London Midland 
Region (British Railways) has developed a system 
of construction for the prefabrication of railway 


stations. 


THE MINISTER OF EpucaTIon (Mr. G. Tomlinso 
M.P.) opened the Schools Exhibition at the Roy: 
Institute of British Architects on May 26. 647 


ARCHITECTS are invited by Lambeth M.B.C. to sub- 
mit designs in open competition fer the layout and 
design of dwellings on an eight-acre site at Streat- 
ham. Premiums of £500, and £100 are offered. 648 


THE setting up of a National Parks Commission is 
recommended by a Standing Committee represent- 
ing the Council for the Preservation of Raral Eng- 
land and that of Rural Wales. 649 


EXPERIMENTS being carried out at Abbots Langley 
by the D.S.L.R. on heating and cooking equipment 
for houses have now entered the second phase in 
which tenants of houses are co-operating. 650 


THe Executive Committee of the Housing Centre 
has addressed to the Minister of Health a memo- 
randum urging the building of 20,000 permanent 
new houses a month and the allocation of part of 
such a programme to private building. 650 


Mr. C. W. Key, Minister of Works, has told paint- 
ing contractors that he hopes soon to make a state- 
ment on the permitted limit for decorations and 
repairs without a licence. 656 


Lorp Wootton has given a warning that ong 
initiative and development will die of a “ surfeit o 
forms” unless regulations are drastically modified. -656 


inevitable. Never before in the history of 
try have the services of 


CLIENTS AND ARCHITECTS 


‘THE architect, by the nature of his calling, is 

dependent for his existence, more than almost 
any other professional man, on finding clients who 
are in a position, either individually or collectively, 
to spend very considerable sums of money. 
Throughout the centuries, until comparatively recent 
times, the client or building authority has been found 
mainly in the wealthy individual and the institution. 
In feudal times the chief spenders of money were the 
king, the church and the nobility; in Tudor and 
Stuart times the monarch and the wealthy citizen; in 
the eighteenth century the great landlord; and in the 
nineteenth and twentieth, the industrialist, the mer- 
chant, the big institution, the speculator, the rich 
private person and, more and more, the local 
authorities. The State has often acted spasmodic- 
ally as client, but it is only within recent years 
that it has become, as a matter of 1 coggeees expedi- 
ency, consistently and increasingly the promoter of 
building work and the employer of the architect. 
One need hardly be surprised, therefore, to find that 
the profession as a whole is not yet reconciled or 
fully adapted to the new conditions. 

The controversy “ Official v. Private Architect,” 
which agitated the profession a decade or more ago, 
shows signs of breaking out again, and with better 
excuse than before, now that private practice, as a 
result of the Government’s building policy and the 
cuts in capital ee has been brought virtu- 
ally to a standstill. We trust, however, that no fur- 
ther fuel may be added to the flames of controversy. 
The official architect has clearly come to stay, not 
only in connection with the building work of the 
State, the nationalised industries and the public 
utility undertakings but also with that of a good many 


private enterprises, like that of the banks and - 


the multiple stores. Whether the change is for the 
ultimate good of architecture it is yet too. early to 
say, though we do not share the view, so frequently 
expressed in speech and writing, that private work, 
because of the supposed freedom of the architect, is 
necessarily good, and official work, for the opposite 
reason, necessarily bad. The difference in payment 
between fee and salary need not, and we believe does 
not, mean a necessary difference in quality. It is 
easy to recall good, bad and indifferent work both 


private and ial; quality, no matter how the 
architect is paid, must depend on his ability and 
strength of character. After all, some of the great- 


est architects in our history worked as officials— - 


Inigo Jones, Wren, Hawksmoor, Vanbrugh and 
Chambers among them. 

Nevertheless, it would be a grievous loss te the life 
of the community if oe architects were to be 
driven out of practice by lack of work, and that the 
present financial and building policy of the Govern- 
ment seems to threaten this it would be hard to deny. 
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only weeds and wild flowers grow, are at once 
evidence of our plight, a measure of our opportunity 
and a challenge to our contriving. 

The Minister of Health has recently said that “ the 
planning of work in architectural offices must con- 
tinue and the general preliminary work of schemes 
of all kinds be brought to readiness so that when 
opportunity affords we shall be ready to go forward,” 
and Sir Lancelot Keay has said that “it may well be 
that the present restrictions will be removed sooner 
than some pessimists expect.” One must not read 
into these guarded statements more than they say, 
but ‘it may well be that a combination of favourable 
factors such as American aid, house building pro- 
gress and the slight improvement in our economic 
situation may induce the Government to review the 
position as it affects private building. 

Private architects are no doubt grateful for what 
has been done to help them in their plight, but they 
would be less than human if by this time they were 
not a little tired by the repetition of the familiar 
pleas that plans should be prepared in advance and 
overburdened official architects relieved of some of 
their work. What the private architect wants to do 
more than anything else is to begin building for his 
own long-suffering clients, who stand “like grey- 
hounds in the slips, straining upon the start.” How 
can his hopes be realised? Only, it would seem, by 
some readjustment in the policy of the Government. 

No one questions the need to build houses for the 


ST. GEORGE'S HALL, LIVERPOOL, AS RESTORED 
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lower-paid workers, though it is certain that if the 
private-enterprise builder had been allowed to take 
his proper share in this work the back of the prob- 
lem would by this time have been bent. Even 
now it is possible to achieve a great quickening of 
tempo by the enlistment of the enterprise, vigour 
and enthusiasm of the private builder. We trust 
that this may have been in Mr. Bevan’s mind when 
he recently referred to the possibility of better things 
to come in the matter of building licences next 
month. A change in this respect is due, for already 
we have reports of mounting stocks of building 
materials and increased unemployment among 
building “workers and materials producers. 

Private architects feel disheartened by the frustra- 
tion which has been their lot since the end of the 
war. It could be understood if some ot them began 
to wonder whether it was worth while being archi- 
tects and thought of turning to some other occupa- 
tion for a livelihood. It would be a serious, per- 
haps irreparable, loss to the State if many did so 
at a time when the community stands in need of 
their services as never before—in rebuilding our 
battered cities, in planning the new towns, and in 
the many other ways in which trained guidance is 
needed in the design of our physical environment. 
It is true that the official architect has come to stay, 
but there is still enormous scope for the activities of 
the private architect, and the turn of the wheel must 
inevitably restore something of the lost balance. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Merry Month in Chelsea. 
[ ONDON would be a dull place with- 

4 out its Chelsea, and May is the 
month when this particular borough gives 
of its best. Now on view are the Flower 
Show, the Chelsea Arts’ Club Exhibi- 
tion, a Whistler show in ,Cheyne-walk, 
and the World’s End Exhibition, showing 
the best of the handiwork of Old Chel- 
sea. Along with these events are planned 
civic demonstrations including music, 
song, dance and sport. 

Surely Chelsea, in promoting such a 
diverting series of events, is setting an ex- 
ample in the matter of expressing our- 
selves. London especially has frequently 
been labelled an impersonal city; except 
among a small section of its population 
inhabited by extremely phlegmatic 
people, a stranger to London can remain 
a stranger indeed, unless he has the valu- 
able gift of making friends easily, and 
Chelsea, being a district which has over a 
long period developed a character and 
personality which expresses the ideals of 
many of its famous inhabitants, can 
count itself among the really “ humanis- 
tic ” quarters of England. 

Architecturally, it is perhaps rather 
disappointing; at Sloane-square a visitor 
gets off to a brilliant start with the 
Peter Jones Store, but a journey down 
King’s-road is an anti-climax. To the 
north lies much “ Pont-street Dutch ” and 
some blocks of flats that put the word 
“ barrack” to shame. Of course, there 
is Elm Park-gardens; was there ever such 
an umrelieved expanse of grey brick as 
this street presents? Just off King’s-road 
exist some brave attempts to relieve the 
situation in the form of two houses. One 
by Gropius and Fry, and the other by 
Serge Chermayeff. South, towards the 
river, the mood lightens and some ex- 
tremely charming Georgian architecture 
still remains; Cheyne-walk (which flanks 
the Thames for much of the stretch which 
constitutes the “real Chelsea”) remains 
exclusive and aloof; it is possibly for this 
reason that the borough has not put a 
gayer aspect on its waterfront. Never- 
theless Chelsea, despite its weakness for 
the “ bijou” (incidentally, the “ bijou” 
houses seem invariably to be inhabited by 
the more sturdy section of the borpugh’s 
population—e.g., barristers, stockbrokers, 
etc.) remains one of the most enterprising 
boroughs of London. If other Metropoli- 
tan boroughs would make the effort to 
develop their traditions and arts in the 
same way, what a really pleasant place 
London would be. 


Exhibition of William Kent’s Work. 

A BICENTENARY ExutstTion of the work 
of William Kent (1684—1748) is now to 
be seen at 27, Grosvenor-place. Arranged 
by the Georgian Group, many excellent 
and varied examples of his architecture 
and drawings are on show. Born in 
1684, Kent spent his early years in his 
native county of Yorkshire, where in 1698 
he was apprenticed to a coachmaker. His 
ambitions lay in other directions, and in 
1703 some Yorkshire gentlemen raised a 
contribution and sent him to London to 
study painting. It is remarkable what he 
accomplished; as the exhibition shows he 
is perhaps best known by his architecture 
and decoration, havi igned and car- 
ried out great houses for the nobility, but 
portrait painting and garden and furni- 
ture design were amongst his other 
accomplishments. As a portrait painter 
he was not highly thought of, though his 
garden schemes were well received, and 
he was described by Horace Walpole as 


THE BUILDER 


MERSEY TUNNEL : Woodside Ventilating Station, Birkenhead. 
Herbert J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A., Architect. 
nounced at the Ordinary General Meet- 
ing held on Wednesday night :— 
President: R. E. ENtHOvEN, F:R.LB.A., 


the father of modern gardening. Some 
think highly of his furniture, but it is 
heavy and over-decorated in many 
instances. Attention is drawn in the ex- 
hibition to views of Kensington Palace, 
the Cupola Room (No. 2), Raynham Hall, 
Norfolk (No. 9), The Royal Barge (No. 
10), the Temple of Ancient Virtue, Stowe 
(No. 17), and a drawing for the south 
front of Holkham Hall, Norfolk (No. 20). 
The exhibition remains open up to June 5. 


The A.A. Council Elections. 


THe result of the election of officers 
and council of the Architectural Associa- 
tion for the Session 1948-49 was an- 


A.A. Dipl. 

Vice-Presidents: Henry BRADDOCK, 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl., and S. E. T. Cus- 
pin, O.B.E., A.R.LB.A., A.A. DipL 

Hon. Secretary: ANTHONY M. Curtty, 
M.A., F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, A.A. Dipl. 
Hon. Treasurer: A. R. F. ANDERSON 
F.R.LB.A. 

Hon. Editor: Freperick MacManus, 
F.R.LB.A. 

Hon. Librarian: 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl. 
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only weeds and wild flowers grow, are at once 
evidence of our plight, a measure of our opportunity 
and a challenge to our contriving. 

The Minister of Health has recently said that “ the 
planning of work in architectural offices must con- 
tinue and the general preliminary work of schemes 
of all kinds be brought to readiness so that when 
opportunity affords we shall be ready to go forward,” 
and Sir Lancelot Keay has said that “ it may well be 
that the present restrictions will be removed sooner 
than some pessimists expect.” One must not read 
into these guarded statements more than they say, 
but ‘it may well be that a combination of favourable 
factors such as American aid, house building pro- 
gress and the slight improvement in our economic 
situation may induce the Government to review the 
position as it affects private building. 

Private architects are no doubt grateful for what 
has been done to help them in their plight, but they 
would be less than human if by this time they were 
not a little tired by the repetition of the familiar 
pleas that plans should be prepared in advance and 
overburdened official architects relieved of some of 
their work. What the private architect wants to do 
more than anything else is to begin building for his 
own long-suffering clients, who stand “like grey- 
hounds in the slips, straining upon the start.” How 
can his hopes be realised? Only, it would seem, by 
some readjustment in the policy of the Government. 
No one questions the need to build houses for the 
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lower-paid workers, though it is certain that if the 
private-enterprise builder had been allowed to take 
his proper share in this work the back of the prob- 
lem would by this time have been bent. Even 
now it is possible to achieve a great quickening of 
tempo by the enlistment of the enterprise, vigour 
and enthusiasm of the private builder. We trust 
that this may have been in Mr. Bevan’s mind when 
he recently referred to the possibility of better things 
to come in the matter of building licences next 
month. A change in this respect is due, for already 
we have reports of mounting stocks of building 
materials and increased unemployment among 
building “workers and materials producers. 

Private architects feel disheartened by the frustra- 
tion which has been their lot since the end of the 
war. It could be understood if some of them began 
to wonder whether it was worth while being archi- 
tects and thought of turning to some other occupa- 
tion for a livelihood. It would be a serious, per- 
haps irreparable, loss to the State if many did so 
at a time when the community stands in need of 
their services as never before—in rebuilding our 
battered cities, in planning the new towns, and in 
the many other ways in which trained guidance is 
needed in the design of our physical environment. 
It is true that the official architect has come to stay, 
but there is still enormous scope for the activities of 
the private architect, and the turn of the wheel must 
inevitably restore something of the lost balance. 
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Our photograph shows 
Architecture in place) as restored under the direction of Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., City Architect and Housing 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Merry Month in Chelsea. 


| ONDON would be a dull place with- 
4 out its Chelsea, and May is the 
month when this particular borough gives 
of its best. Now on view are the Flower 
Show, the Chelsea Arts’ Club Exhibi- 
tion, a Whistler show in ,Cheyne-walk, 
and the World’s End Exhibition, showing 
the best of the handiwork of Old Chel- 
sea. Along with these events are planned 
civic demonstrations including music, 
song, dance and sport. 

Surely Chelsea, in promoting such a 
diverting series of events, is setting an ex- 
ample in the matter of expressing our- 
selves. London especially has frequently 
been labelled an impersonal city; except 
among a small section of its population 
inhabited by extremely phiegmatic 
people, a stranger to London can remain 
a stranger indeed, unless he has the valu- 
able gift of making friends easily, and 
Chelsea, being a district which has over a 
long period developed a character and 
personality which expresses the ideals of 
many of its famous inhabitants, can 
count itself among the really “ humanis- 
tic ’ quarters of England. 

Architecturally, it is perhaps rather 
disappointing; at Sloane-square a visitor 
gets off to a brilliant start with the 
Peter Jones Store, but a journey down 
King’s-road is an anti-climax. To the 
north lies much “ Pont-street Dutch ” and 
some blocks of flats that put the word 
“ barrack” to shame. Of course, there 
is Elm Park-gardens; was there ever such 
an unrelieved expanse of grey brick as 
this street presents? Just off King’s-road 
exist some brave attempts to relieve the 
situation in the form of two houses. One 
by Gropius and Fry, and the other by 
Serge Chermayeff. South, towards the 
river, the mood lightens and some ex- 
tremely charming Georgian architecture 
still remains; Cheyne-walk (which flanks 
the Thames for much of the stretch which 
constitutes the “real Chelsea”) remains 
exclusive and aloof; it is possibly for this 
reason that the borough has not put a 
gayer aspect on its waterfront. Never- 
theless Chelsea, despite its weakness for 
the “bijou” (incidentally, the “ bijou” 
houses seem invariably to be inhabited by 
the more sturdy section of the borpugh’s 
population—e.g., barristers, stockbrokers, 
etc.) remains one of the most enterprising 
boroughs of London. If other Metropoli- 
tan boroughs would make the effort to 
develop their traditions and arts in the 
same way, what a really pleasant place 
London would be. 
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Exhibition of William Kent’s Work. 


A BICENTENARY ExutsrTion of the work 
of William Kent (1684—1748) is now to 
be seen at 27, Grosvenor-place. Arranged 
by the Georgian Group, many excellent 
and varied examples of his architecture 
and drawings are on show. Born in 


MERSEY TUNNEL : Woodside Ventilating Station, Birkenhead. 
Herbert J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A., Architect. 


1684, Kent spent his early years in his 
native county of Yorkshire, where in 1698 
he was apprenticed to a coachmaker. His 
ambitions lay in other directions, and in 
1703 some Yorkshire gentlemen raised a 
contribution and sent him to London to 
study painting. It is remarkable what he 
accomplished; as the exhibition shows he 
is perhaps best known by his architecture 
and decoration, havi igned and car- 
ried out great houses for the nobility, but 
portrait painting and garden and furni- 
ture design were amongst his other 
accomplishments. As a portrait painter 
he was not highly thought of, thou 
garden schemes were recei and 
he was described by Horace Walpole as 


his 


the father of modern gardening. Some 
think highly of his furniture, but it is 
heavy and over-decorated im many 
instances. Attention is drawn in the ex- 
hibition to views of Kensington Palace, 
the Cupola Room (No. 2), Raynham Hall, 
Norfolk (No. 9), The Royal Barge (No. 
10), the Temple of Ancient Virtue, Stowe 
(No. 17), and a drawing for the south 
front of Holkham Hall, Norfolk (No. 20). 
The exhibition remains open up to June 5. 


The A.A. Council Elections. 


THE result of the election of officers 
and council of the Architectural Associa- 
tion for the Session 1948-49 was an- 


nounced at the Ordinary General Meet- 
ing held on Wednesday night :— 
President: R. E. ENTHOVEN, F:R.LBA., 


A.A, Dipl. 

i i : Henry BRADDOCK, 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. tr and S. E. T. Cus- 
pin, O.B.E., A.R.1.B.A., A.A. Dipl. 

Hon. Secretary: ANTHONY M. Curry, 
M.A., F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L., A.A. Dipl. 
Hon. Treasurer: A. R. F. ANDERSON, 
F.R.1L.B.A. 

Hon. Editor: Freperick MacManus, 
F.R.LB.A. 

Hon. Librarian: 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl. 

Ordinary © Members 


Hi.ton WRIGHT, 
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Dipl; Cyram S. Marpat, A.R.I.B.A.; 
NICHOLSON, M.A., 
M.S.LA.; ANTHONY POTT, 
.A., A.A. Dipl.; J. M. RicHarps, 
.R.1.B.A., A.A. Dipl; Howarp RoBERT- 
SON, M.C., F.R.LB.A., S.A.D.G. (Past 
President); THe Hon. Goprrey SAMUEL, 
A., F.R.LB.A. A.M.T.P.L; R. H. 
UREN, A.R.1.B.A., A.N.Z.1.A.; and BRYAN 
Westwoop, A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl 


National Amenities Council. 

Lorp Horper presided at the inaugural 
meeting of the National Amenities 
Council, held in the Meston Room, 
National Liberal Club, on May 18. The 
letter of the late Prof. Sir Charles Reilly, 
which appeared in “The Times” of 
May 13, 1946, was read, and the Hon. 
Secretary made a brief report régarding 
progress up to the time of Sir Charles’s 
death early this year. 

Matters demanding prior consideration 
were discussed, including the avoidance 
of structural conditions responsibie for 
preventible disease, avoidance of noise, 
smoke and dirt, provision of facilities for 
adequate daylight and sunlight, and the 
prohibition by Parliament of the prac- 
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tice of certain departments and landed 
proprietors of compelling the purchasers 
of building leases to contract-out of their 
rights under the Prescription Act in 
respect of daylight. Aes 

The question of priority for these 
matters was finally referred to a com- 
mittee, 

All interested in the work of the 
Council are invited to communicate with 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. John Swarbrick, 
F.R.LB.A., 34, Gt. Ormond-street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Guildford Cathedral. 

THE Ministry of Works has agreed to 
issue licences for certain urgent work in 
connection with the completion of Guild- 
ford Cathedral. Mr. Edward Maufe, 
R.A., F.R.1.B.A., 139, Old Church-street, 
S.W.3, is the architect. 


Municipal Engineers’ President. 
Mr. CHARLES GREENWOOD, M.LC.E., 
city engineer of Chester, is to be the 
resident of the Institution of Municipal 
gineers, which this year celebrates its 
75th birthday. He will be elected at the 
annual meeting of the Institution in Scar- 
borough on June 2, in succession to Major 
J. B. L. Thompson, M.C., borough sur- 
veyor of Swindon. 
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MARTIN’S BANK, LIVERPOOL: The Rotunda. 


Herbert J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A., Architect. 
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An Appointment. 

Mr. T. A. Coizins, A.R.1.B.A., deputy 
architect to Cumberland County Council, 
has been appointed county architect for 
Leicestershire. 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, May 29. 

"Town AND COUNTRY PLANNING AsSocIA- 
TION.—Conference at Manchester Town Hail. 
10.30 a.m. 

Monday, May 31. 
THe Royal INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 


Surverors.—A.G.M. 12, Great George- 
street, S.W.1. 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 1. 
THe Hovustnc Centre.—*‘ Plumbing and 


Hygiene,” by Mr. W. J. Woolgar, M.R.San.I., 
A.M.LS.E., R.P. 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 
1.15 p.m. 

READING AND Districr ASSOCIATION OF 
BuILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS.—Méeeting and 
dinner. Speaker, Mr. Stanley Hearder. 
Riviera Hotel, Maidenhead. 


Wednesday, June 2. 
B.B.C. THirp PROGRAMME.—"** The Restora- 
tion and Re-planning of Our Towns,” by 
Mr. Raglan Squire, F.R.I.B.A. 6 p.m. 


Thursday, June 3. 
THe Roaps IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION.—- 
A.G.M. Royal Automobile Club, Pall Mall, 
S.W.1. 12 noon. 


Friday, June 4. 

TowN PLANNING __ INstiruTe.—Annual 
country meeting (until June 6). First meeting 
in Merchants’ Hall, Hanover-street, Edin- 
burgh. 10a.m. 

THe Roya INCORPORATION OF ARCHI- 
TECTS IN SCOTLAND.—32nd Annual Conven- 
tion and A.G.M. (continuing on June 5). 
The Art Gallery, Schoolhill, Aberdeen. 


3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 5, 


ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORY STAFFS, Exe- 
CUTIVES AND TECHNICIANS.—Annual confer- 
ence (until June 7). Royal Hotel, W.C.1. 
First meeting at 2 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—One-day conference. ‘“*‘ Compensation 
and Development Changes,” “ The Planning 
Machine’’ and “Land Purchase,” by Mr. 
W. A. Wood. Reardon Smith Lecture 


Theatre, Cardiff. 10.30 a.m. 





FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, May 27, 1848. 
ENGRAVING OF THE NEW PALACE OF 
WESTMINSTER.—We lately observed in 
the shop windows a large print of the 
new Houses of Parliament, and won- 
dered as we looked at the great tower 
and other parts of the structure whether 
the representation there given was really 
what the architect meant to carry out. 
The following letter from Mr. Barry 
has eased us considerably: “ Sir, having 
observed in several of the print shops 
an engraving prepared and published, 
without my knowledge, by Mr. T. H. 
Ellis, of Jewin-street, purporting to be 2 
view of the new Palace of Westminster, 
with the Towers now in progress, 1 feel 
myself called upon to state publicly that 
the representations of the towers in that 
engraving are altogether at variance with 
the design adopted for them, and that 
the view is in other respects very in- 
accurate. I venture to hope, therefore, 
that by the insertion of this letter in your 
valuable and widely extended publica- 
tion you will do me the favour to assist 
me in denouncing this engraving as 2 
oss caricature of the most important 
eatures of my design for the new 
Palace at Westminster.—I am, Sir, etc.. 
C. B., Westminster, May 23, 1848.” 
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NORRIS GREEN ESTATE : Scargreen-avenue Shopping Centre. 


LIVERPOOL’S MUNICIPAL ARCHITECTURE 
The Work of the City Architect's Department 


THE British Architects’ Conference 

which opens to-day in Liver- 
pool will be unique inasmuch as the 
President holds an official position in 
the city in which the Conference 
meets. Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
whose two-year period of office as 
President of the R.I.B.A. terminates 
at the end of June, first took up his 
official duties with the Liverpool Cor- 
poration in 1925. He retires from his 
appointment as City Architect and 
Director of Housing in August of 
this year. 

On taking up his appointment, 
which was solely connected with hous- 
ing, he brought with him a wealth of 
experience gained in Birmingham, 
where, largely due to his efforts, the 
progress made in the speed of erec- 


tion of houses was unequalled else- 
where in the country. The effect of 
his appointment was quickly notice- 
able in Liverpool. In design the 
houses erected by the Corporation 
veered towards a free Georgian 
style, while in construction they fol- 
lowed more traditional lines. Prices 
fell and the speed of erection in- 
creased, and in 1927 a production 
record of 6,029 houses completed in 
12 months was set up. 


The Scope of the Department. 

The great Department over which 
Sir Lancelot Keay now presides has 
grown up during his term of office 
with the Liverpool Corporation. It 
is. in fact, his creation, and the task 
of his successor will not be an easy 





CANTRIL FARM ESTATE: Pair of Semi-detached Houses. 


one. The responsibilities of the City 
Architect and Director of Housing 

1. All architectural work carried 
out by the City Council; 

2. The planning and complete 
development of all housing estates; 

3. All redevelopment of the older 
housing districts of the city; and 

4. The maintenance and manage- 
ment of the Corporation’s housing 
estates. 


At the present time these estates 
comprise 46,700 dwellings, of which 
37,534 have been erected under the 
supervision of Sir Lancelot Keay. 
The housing programme drawn up 
in 1943 and accepted by the Council 
early in 1944 provides for the erec- 
tion, during the next 20 years, of a 
further 90,000 dwellings, of which 
60,000 will be required to replace 
those which falj short of accepted 
housing standards. 

The work of the Department is 
shared between the heads of the 
respective sub-offices. Architectural 
work is divided between the Housing, 
Redevelopment and General Sec- 
tions. There is also a Surveyors’ Sec- 
tion and a Quantity Surveyors’ Sec- 
tion. Each of these sectiens is under 
the supervision of a principal assis- 
tant. There is also a Maintenance 
Department and a Lettings Office. On 
each of the housing estates there is 
an estate office from which all main- 
tenance work is undertaken. 

The City Architect’s Office has 
proved to be an excellent training 
ground for those accepting official 
architecture as a career. Many of the 
more responsible offices in the county 
are held by men who have passed 
through the Liverpool office. 


Development and Redevelopment. 
Outstandi amongst the City 
Architect’s achievements have been his 
long and successful advocacy of the 
need for redevelopment of the older 
districts of large towns and cities and 
for the building of complete com- 
munity units as distinct from the 
purely dormitory developments which 
followed the first war. It is an open 
secret that Sir Lancelot’s advice was 
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sought and accepted when the rede- 
velopment clauses of the Housing Act 
of 1935 were under consideration. 
The Report issued in 1936, recom- 
mending the development of Speke by 
the Corporation as a self-contained 
community unit, was a proposal 
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Finch House Shopping Centre. 


unique in municipal annals. The pro- 
posal met with some opposition from 
those who contended that complete 
town building was not the function 
of the local authority, but the City 
Council resolved to give effect to the 
proposal, and but for the war the 
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township of Speke would have been 
completed, and provided an example 
to other local authorities in town 
development. 

In October, 1935, a proposal was 
submitted to the City Council for the 
redevelopment of 61.3 acres in the 
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LIVERPOOL MUNICIPAL HOUSING : Public Hall and Library, Dovecote Estate. 
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WARWICK GARDENS FLATS: View from Caryl Gardens (1938). 


centre of the’city. This was the first 
scheme in the country to be forwarded 
to and ‘approved by the Minister of 
Health under the Housing Act, 1935. 

Realising the extent of redevelop- 
ment necessary in the dockside area 
of Liverpool, this first proposal was 
quickly followed by similar proposals 
for the Pitt-street and Kent-square 
area comprising 44.1 acres, the Athol- 
Street area of 97 acres, and the War- 
wick-street area of 50.2 acres. In 
addition, schemes for smaller» areas 
were submitted to the City Council 
and approved, and in 1939 the total 
area of the city covered by redevelop- 


ment proposals was not less than 
405.68 acres. 

Realising that development and re- 
development must be carried on 
simultaneously if the movement of 
population is to be dealt'with satisfac- 
torily, the proposal to build the self- 
contained community at Speke was of 
particular interest. Here, for the first 
time. relying on the special powers of 
the Liverpool Corporation Act, 1936, 
the City Council accepted the plan for 
the building of the complete ‘town- 
ship to accommodate 25,000 persons 
drawn from all classes, whether 
operatives or members of administra- 


live staffs, or managers of the indus- 
trial undertakings for which the Cor- 
poration was erecting and leasing fac- 
tories or selling land for the purpose 
in the immediate vicinity. 

At the exhibition now on view in 
St. George’s Hall in connection with 
the Conference, delegates will have the 
opportunity of examining plans and 
models of proposals recently sub- 
mitted for the building of a second 
and larger self-contained community 
at Kirkby. This estate, situated to the 
north-east of the new Outer Circle- 
road and to the west of its junction 
with the East Lancashire-road, with 
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SPEKE ESTATE : Proposed Community Centre, from Car-park. 


the additional iand referred to in the 
report of June, 1947, has an area of 
approximately 1,350 acres. The new 
township is approximately 6 miles 
from the centre of the city. Adjoin- 
ing the estate about 680 acres of land 
has been reserved for regional open 
space. 





Kirkby Township and its Sub-units. 
The area which the Kirkby com- 
munity covers is roughly divided into 
four sub-units by the railway, a new 
traffic road, and a reserved open space. 
Each of these sub-units will have a 
population of approximately 12,000 
persons, and the various land areas 









SPEKE ESTATE: Terrace Houses. 


have been allowed for in accordance 
with the standards of the Housing 
Manual. An addition to the original 
layout is the inclusion of a sports 
stadium on the south-west side of the 
Outer Ring-road, to which reference is 
made hereafter. 

Each of the sub-units has its owp 
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shopping centre and community build- 
ings, but prominence is given to the 
geographically central unit lying 
immediately to the west of the rail- 
way, and some of the amenity build- 
ings in this unit are intended to serve 
the township as a whole. The 
“centre” of this unit will therefore 
become the centre of the whole town- 
ship. 

THe Layout: As mentioned, the 
estate is divided by physical features 
into four almost equal housing sub- 
units. Some of the existing highways 
are retained, others are widened. The 
retention of these old highways, and 
of certain existing buildings, has 
largely determined the pattern of the 
layout. The very slight variation in 
level on the estate does not demand 
contour planning. These factors 
appear to warrant the more formal 
layout, due regard being paid to 
aspect. Though formality in layout 
may be unfashionable, it nevertheless 
ensures ease of access. Irregular 
planning—which rapidly changing 
contours necessitate—can hardly be 
justified where levels are good. 

THE TOWN CENTRE: In some 
respects this follows the layout of the 
town centre of Speke, though the 
shops do not front the divided traffic 
road but face an enclosed internal 
open green. Other buildings include 
the community hall and its ancillary 
accommodation, church, two cinemas, 
national insurance building, clinic, 
public baths, hotel, power station, 
etc. The living accommodation in the 
centre, as in the rest of the develop- 
ment, comprises houses, maisonettes 
and flats—the two blocks flanking the 
main entrance to the township from 
the Outer Circle-road being seven 
floors in height. The power house 
will be required in connection with 
the baths, and may be used if any 
system of district vane § is installed. 

SHOPPING AND OTHER FACILITIES IN 
THE SuB-UNITS: Shopping and other 
facilities are provided for in each of 
the sub-units. As these units are en- 
tirely self-contained, the development 
can be carried out in four separate 
operations. 

THE NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT: 
The need for the development of the 
township is two-fold—the existence of 
the nearby trading estate and the 
necessity of finding land for the build- 
ing of dwellings to accommodate the 
overspill resulting from the redevelop- 
ment of the older districts of the city 
in some place where employment may 
be found near at hand. 

Excellent progress has already been 
made in the establishment of new in- 
dustries on the Kirkby Trading 
Estate. The provision of housing 
accommodation in the vicinity is 
essential if this initial success is to 
continue and be retained. The oppor- 
tunity now arises to provide that 
accommodation, with all the amenities 
essential, near enough to the Trading 
Estate to obviate long and tiring 
hours of transport, but not so close as 
to be in any way detrimental. 

With the exception of the com- 
pletion of the aga at Speke, 
where a adage Phin dwellings 
accommodating 11, persons can be 
erected, the Housing Committee is not 
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in possession of any land 
upon which a major devel- 
opment can be carried out 
to provide accommodation 
for the overspill which will 
increase rapidly as the speed 
of rebuilding in the older 
parts of the city increases. 
At the most conservative 
estimate, accommodation 
must be found. for from 
90,000 to 100,000 persons. 
If much of it can be pro- 
vided in the ideal conditions 
envisaged, the  prajected 
township will prove to be 
yet another development of 
which the city may be justly 
proud. 

Proposep STaDIuM: The 
opportunity has arisen of 
including with the develop- 
ment of the township one of 
the stadia proposed to be 
built on suitable sites around 
the city. The site selected is 
to the south-west of the 
Outer Circle-road and to the 
east of the railway. It will 
therefore be easily accessible 
from the new township, and 
equally so from the north 
end and centre of the city. 
A bus station is provided for 
in the stadium grounds. 


Other Liverpool Housing Schemes. 

Apart from the original proposals 
for the townships of Speke and 
Kirkby, there are certain outstanding 
features in Liverpool housing de- 
velopments. Few local authorities 
have themselves erected shops on the 
scale practised in Liverpool since 1926. 
Included in these shopping centres 
have been public halls and committee 
rooms for the use of tenants. A novel 
feature of the shops themselves has 
been the inclusion of a verandah ex- 
tending throughout the whole of the 
shop frontage, thus ensuring protec- 
tion for shoppers. 

Another important feature has been 
the inclusion of a‘number of dwellings 
for aged persons on each of the 
estates. As a further development of 
this estimable practice, a scheme was 
recently proposed for the provision of 
quarters for those aged persons no 
longer able to look after themselves. 
In the arrangement of these quarters 
the tenants would have all the advan- 
tages of hospital treatment whilst 


retaining the advantages of home life.’ 


The proposal was unfortunately un- 
acceptable to the Ministry of Health, 
and has not, for the moment, been 
proceeded with. 

At Speke, for the first time, pro- 
vision has been made for a central 
clinic and créche somewhat similar to 
an out-patients’ block of a small hos- 
pital. The plan provides for a wait- 
ing-room for patients and for four 
private consulting rooms, together 
with a small theatre, a dental surgery 
and a dispensary. 

In the amusement centre at Speke, 
an out-door music garden is planned 
with seating accommodation for over 
1,000 persons. Being situated in close 
proximity to the community building, 
the transfer of concerts from the out- 
side band-stand to the concert hall of 
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SIR LANCELOT KEAY, K.B.E., M.Arch., 
British 


the community building will be easily 
effected. ae 

The work of the City Architect's 
Department is not confined to new 
construction. One of the most 
interesting of the works at present on 
hand is the restoration of St. George’s 
Hall after war damage. The Con- 
ference is meeting in Harvey Lonsdale 
Elmes’s masterpiece, the Great Hall, 
which is being used publicly for the 
first time since the serious damage due 
to enemy action. The timber roof 
above the immense clay-tile barrel of 
the Great Hall was completely 
destroyed by fire, and considerable 
damage was done to the plaster work 
beneath the clay-tile barrel, the key 
being destroyed in many places. 

The careful examination of this 
plaster ceiling has been going on since 
September of last year, and it was not 
until the end of April this year that 
the last of the scaffolding was removed 
and the beauty of the restored ceil- 
ing once more disclosed to the public. 
The timber roof has been replaced by 
one of steel construction, and an 
interesting problem presented itself in 
lifting the new trusses from the ground 
and placing them in position to span 
the 75-ft. width of the hall. 

Much still remains to be done to 
effect a complete restoration of the 
hall. The work is of great interest, 
calling for considerable skill. 

Opportunity arises during the Con- 
ference to inspect at close quarters the 
work of Sir Lancelot Keay’s Depart- 
ment at Speke and elsewhere—an 
opportunity which many will take. It 
is a great record of planning and 
design which the City Architect will 
leave behind him when he retires, a 
record in which the human scale has 
never been forgotten. If Liverpool's 
citizens old and g have gi 
air to breathe and nt surroundings 
in which to live and develop, credit 
is due to an enlightened City Council 
and a great public servant. 
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ARCON PERMANENT 
PREFABRICATED 
HOUSE 


(Alternative Method) 
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THE ARCON PERMANENT HOUSE IS 
a combination of factory-produced 
components and normal building, the 
latter being used where unit con- 
struction has proved uneconomical, 
as in the case of the ground-floor 
structure, party walls and floors. The 
prefabricated portions of the house 
are: (a) Roof steelwork; (b) roof and 
first-floor wall cladding; (c) first-floor 
steel wall frames and windows; (d) 
first-floor ceiling units. 


Considerations which have _ in- 
fluenced the design are: (1) S y 
and simple erection which calls for 
only a limited number of skilled 
building workers; (2) the reduction of 


the steel and timber content to a Breet 
minimum; (3) the necessity for allow- == ; on etl 
ing the utmost flexibility in planning eh ae " 

in order to meet the majority of 3 —_—_“s , 

demands regarding accommodation ———— 

within the limits of the external walls; we ' 
(4) the possible substitution of 

materials in those parts of the house 

which are not prefabricated. 


The type plans are based on 
Ministry of Health recommenda- 
tions, and allow considerable freedom 
of choice to local authorities in the 
way of house types. 


The structure consists of a ground- 
floor foundation slab which, in the 
case of the terrace, runs through the 
entire length. Party and end walls are 
constructed in brick and lightweight 
concrete blocks, and all walls have 
been designed to give the officially 
recommended ae and thermal in- 
sulation coefficients. Flues and fire- 
places are approximately in the centre 
of the house, and the hot-water 
cylinder and cold-water storage tank 
are both positioned on the first floor 
immediately above the fire, together 
with all necessary pipework. 
ground floor external walls are shown 
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THE ARCON PERMANENT PREFABRICATED HOUSE: Plumbing Layout. 
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THE ARCON PERMANENT PREFABRICATED HOUSE 


built in brick with an inner lining of 
lightweight concrete blocks. First 
floor construction is of timber joists 
and boarding spanning from the spine 
to the external walls. On this floor 
the external walls consist of light 
steel frames covered externally with 
double asbestos cladding and intern- 
ally with a lining of plastered wood- 
wool slabs. 

The roof structure consists of a 
single tubular steel truss supported bv 
the wall frames with purlins spanning 
between it and the party walls. The 
roof covering is the special asbestos 
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cement sheeting with the curved ridge 
sheet, developed for the Mark V 
house. 

It is intended that pipework shall 
be in copper tube which will 
brought to the site pre-bent with 
joints attached. 

The living-room fire heats the hot- 
water boiler and convected air ducts 
have been arranged to warm the 
dining-room. bedrooms 1 and 2 and 
the drying cupboard. Summer hot 
water is produced by means of an 
electric immersion heater in the hot- 
water tank. 





: Entrance Front. 


Drainage is carried by means of a 
single-stack system; the main soil and 
vent pipe run internally. 

Complete details and _ structural 
calculations, a specification, calcula- 
tions for sound and insulation co- 
efficients, quantities of principal 
materials, together with estimates of 
cost based on Bills of Quantities, 
have been prepared. 

The scheme has been approved by 
the Inter-Departmental Committee of 
the Ministries of Works and Health. 

A prototype = of houses has 
been erected at Cranford Park. 


8 wh gle ee eee 








* 























OO Te herman 





a an en ee 





THE BUILDER May 28 1948 


General View of Model. Below : Detail of Central Tower and Main Entrance. 


anh PAM pene 


PROPOSED OFFICE BUILDING, INNER RING ROAD, LIVERPOOL 





= 2s FELIX HOLT, A.R.LB.A., 
ARCHITECT 





yi 2 angi THIS PROPOSED NEW OFFICE BUILD- 
es Ae % ing at Inner Ring-road, Liverpool, is 
F eS designed in order that certain vertical 
4 : 2  ~ or horizontal portions may be segre- 
a 2s ; : gated or used separately or inde- 
fe: ; pendently. 

’ The ground floor is laid out with 
; a central arcade to enable a free flow 
ie ee . | f : of people through the building and 
br ye : from end to end. 

4%. a ie : a The building will be of reinforced 
% lee 8 ae concrete frame, with solid “slab” 
: flooring. The main columns are set 
batk from the building face and the 
floors cantilevered out to take the 
outside or main walls, which are of 
various miaterials—glass, reinforced 
concrete grilles and stone facings. The 
outside faces of the building are thus 
free of all columns, centring and 
structural mullions. The large grilles 
to the main tower are constructed in 
reinforced concrete with precast 
concrete “ skim facings ” and glass in- 
filling between the frames composing 
the grilles. ; 
eo 1. ry The central tower portion of the 
Ae witht) G Ocala @ Eee teieel | Pe building is designed as a large rein- 
{ = © —— i forced concrete box, and is sixteen 
storeys high exclusive of basement. 
The long canopies at first-floor level 
are in reinforced concrete with glass 
lenses inserted, these being built up 
4 into “saucer domes” approximately 

4 ft. in diameter. 

The arcades have barrel-vaulted 
roofs of glass-brick construction. All 
permanent partitioning to the interior 
is constructed with glass-brick (lenses). 
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Co., Ltd., the manufacturers of “ Bear turers of 


TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN 


LONGITUOIMAL 


The building is designed principally in the suburbs of Li 
Brand ” stockings, who have a factory remainder 
SECTION 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


‘to house Messrs. Howard Ford and 
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PREFABRICATED STATION, 
MARSH-LANE, LIVERPOOL 


W. H. HAMLYN, F.R.LB.A., ARCHITECT, 
LONDON MIDLAND REGION OF 
BRITISH RAILWAYS 


THE ARCHITECT'S OFFICE OF THE LONDON 
Midland Region (British Railways), under the 
direction of Mr. William H. Hamlyn, 
F.R.LB.A., in collaboration with the Railway 
Company's Engineering Staff and the Research 
Manager’s Department, have for some time 
been developing the possibilities of the pre- 
fabrication of railway stations. The station at 
Marsh-lane and Strand-road, Liverpool, has 
been replaced by the first of these pre- 
fabricated buildings. The first step in con- 
struction was to erect an extremely light welded 
steel frame which carries the platform awnings 
and the roof of the building. The walls were 
then rapidly erected by means of light steel sections fixed 
between the floor and ceiling to which the external and 
internal linings to the walls were clipped. The walls have 
good resistance to heat loss (actually greater than that 
of normal brickwork) so that the warming of the build- 
ing (by heat coils in the floor) can be carried out economi- 
cally. The materials used externally have been carefully 
selected. Up to cill height there is a concrete plinth, 
and above this level the walls are faced with vitreous 
eramelled iron in light cream colour, which can be 
readily washed down. After the materials had been 
delivered, the time of erection showed a marked im- 
provement on that of traditional building, and the whole 
work was carried out to a strict time-table. 
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General View of Island Platform and Building. 
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Cross-section through Building. 
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SURVEY BEFORE 
DEVELOPMENT 


A NEW SCHEDULE 


THe Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has now issued, in accordance 
with a previous promise, a schedule* of 
the survey work needed to ensure that 
development plans are soundly based. It 
is hoped that this and the accompanying 
notes will help local planning authorities 
under the new Act to decide what survey 
staff will be needed, and they are ad- 
dressed to county councils and county 
borough councils in agd Wales. 

Such a schedule, with variations from 
time to time, has for long been the basis 
of operations for the technically quali- 
fied town planner. As a co-ordinate t’ 
study of the conditions of life it owes its 
first inception to Frederic Le Play, but 
is better known to us through the inter- 
pretations of Le Play’s principles by 
the late Patrick Geddes, who took an 
active part in formulating them at an 
international conference held in Ghent 
in 1913, 

Since then the importance of some 
studies has been enhanced arvi others have 
dropped into a minor place; but practice 
at the present time bears a general 
resemblance to what was laid down at 
that date. The term civic survey has 
given place to the more appropriate one 
of regional survey, it having been found 
that the influence of most developments 
affects, and is affected by, a much more 
extended area than it was formerly 
thought appropriate to consider. Some 
recent surveys cover a whole county, or 
an area equivalent to one, but these are 
recognised as being to some extent im out- 
line, demanding further more intimate 
studies in specific localities. 

It is indicated that the local planning 
authorities will have to decide on what 
staff they will need to employ on the 
survey. This is not an easy matter as 
while many of the demands are factual or 
Statistical and can be deduced from in- 


* The Ministry - Town and Country Plan- 
ning Circular No, April 16, 1948. 8vo. HM. 
Stationery Office, a. 
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formation in the hands of the permanent 
peagt others could only be dealt with 
Ree advisers q in a 
of various directions. In recent 
ae surveys have been carried out by 
three methods: under the auspices of a 
permanent technical staff, under those “ a 
specially appointed town 
thirdly by a voluntary or semi-voluntary 
body gathered together for this 
a example of the latter me will 
be found in the “ West Midland Group,” 
who have recently issued surveys of Here- 
fordshire and of the “ Black Country.” 

In many cases the principal members 
of the permanent staff are so fully occu- 
pied that it would be difficult for them to 

ive the necessary guidance for a survey; 
in the alternative of appointing a town 
planning officer this might meet the 
requirements, but the third method offers 
perhaps the most effective means of 
ensuring that the best and most efficient 
exponents of survey work are engaged on 
it throughout the country. Apart from 
the West Midland Group mentioned 
above, Mr. Max Lock, at Middlesbrough, 
received the support of the Association 
for Planning and Regional Reconstruc- 
tion on his survey work there, and in its 
long career the Le Play Society has. de- 
voted itself to the various branches of 
survey work from the educational aspect, 
and has in this P prea programme a study 
of the Cotswold area under R. W. Pater- 
son, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. Both these 
bodies, and ‘perhaps several other 
societies, have a number of supporters 
well qualified to take part in various 
demands of the regional survey, and 
could contribute specialised knowledge in 
the broader aspects of the subject, pro- 
vided an organisation can be devised to 
combine their efforts with the more 
material and statistical items which are 
officially on record. 

One has only to study the numerous 
reports that have been published either 
specifically on the survey or in conjunc- 
tion with town planning schemes to 
realise how much they can gain from an 
‘outlook governed by a wide realisation 
of the scientific and artistic points of 
view. H. ¥:: &. 


PROPOSED SCHOOL, HUYTON, LANCS. Herbert J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A., Architect, 


€47 


R.L.B.A. SCHOOLS 
EXHIBITION 


OPENING BY MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION 
Tue Minister of Education, Mr. — 
opened 


Tomlinson, M.P., f 
Schools Exhibition at the Royal Institute 
of Bats British yooconaty on May 25. 

Sm Lancetor Keay, K.B.E., P.R.1.B.A., 
introducing the Minister, said the Exhibi- 
tion gave some indication of the advances 
made in recent in school design. 
The Minister his had set 
architects a difficult task with very rigid 
rules and lations to be sect 9 F with, 
but the Exhibition showed how architects 
had interpreted the Ministry’s rules, and 
he felt sure everyone would agree there 
was no suggestion of rigid standardisation 
in the way the education authorities’ 
requirements had been met. 

Mr. Tomutnson, declaring the Exhibi- 
tion open, said that since the 1944 Educa- 
tion Act was expenditure of £50 
millions had been approved for new 
educational buildings. He was glad to 
note that the Exhibition showed how the 
architects, who demonstrated the new 
approach to school design, had co- 
operated with those responsible for the 
design and manufacture of school furni- 
ture in order to give a clear picture of 
= the new schoolrooms would be 
ike 

“In these days ot difficulties,” con- 
tinued the Minister, “we are dependent 
upon the imagination and ingenuity of 
the architects and those responsible for 
school furniture design in order that we 
may make the best use of those materials 
which are available. I would like to’ say 
that I have not seen anything in the best 
from other countries that leads me to 
believe that, given the materials and given 
the site, our own architects are not 
capable of producing results just as good 
as those of architects elsewhere.” 


A vote of thanks to the Minister was 


proposed by Mr. Denis CiarKe HALL, 
F.R.LB.A. 
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CATHEDRAL 
ARCHITECTS 


A LINCOLN CONFERENCE 


Most of the greater English Cathedrals 
were mted at a conference 0 
cathedral architects, held at Lincoln re- 
cently under the auspices of the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches. This 
was done in order that they might see and 
discuss the exceptionally advanced system 
organised there for the care of the fabric. 
The workshops and everything connected 
with cathedral maintenance have perhaps 
been brought to a greater degree of elabo- 
ration and efficiency than is the case in 
any other of our larger ancient churches. 

Notwithstanding the initial outlay, these 
methods are now saving the Dean and 
Chapter a lot of money. This is largely 
due to the energy and enterprise over 
many years of Mr. R. S. Godfrey, C.B.E.. 
the Surveyor to the cathedral, and a small 
but very competent staff, who de- 
monstrated the system to the assembled 
architects. They saw parts of the interior 
being cleaned by suction, and blackened 
external stonework cleaned by a mixed jet 
ef air and water with no heat and no 
chemicals. Two electric compressors in 
the workshops across the pre: incts supply 
the power, which is convey 1 unseen to 
points all over the building. 

Mr. Godfrey described the elaborate 
work of stabilising the towers and the 


. west end carried out before the war under 


Sir Charles Nicholson and Sir Francis 
Fox, and also the more recent work done 
to stop the great east window falling- 
outwards. At one time in a _ really 
serious state, Lincoln is now very stable. 

On the previous Sunday, after even- 
song, the Dean unveiled the 13th-century 


glass which has just been replaced in the , 
rose window of the north transept known {- 


as the “ Dean’s Eye.” This is among the 
finest glass of the period left in England. 
It is only at Canterbury, and to a lesser 
extent at Salisbury, that we have anything 
to compare with it. The cleaning and 
some rearrangement have been carried 
out by Mr. Strapps, the cathedral glazier, 
without the use of chemicals or scraping 
or plating. The “ Bishop's Eye,” the cor- 
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res ing rose window in the south 
porns pF be taken in hand next. 
The conference opened with a civic re- 
ception Be Mayor at the Usher 
Gallery, when the building was described 


by the director, Mr. Cooper, and the 


f corporation regalia by Alderman Hill, 


the historian of Lincoln. 


Through the kindness of the Subdean, 
Canon Cooke, the meeti for discus- 
sions were held at the Su ry, and 


the subjects included the lighting and 
heating of cathedrals in their many 
aspects, beside the questions of cleaning 
and of stone decay. _ 

There was an exhibition of modern 
designs for stained glass in the Chapter 
House, where Mr. Godfrey showed large 
and important plans and sections illus- 
trating recent work done at Lincoln, and 
Mr. Forsyth showed some relating to the 
methods adopted for the spire of Salis- 
bury. 

The opportunity was taken to assemble 
some of the Rural Deans of the diocese. 
Mr. Roiser addressed them on the essen- 
tials of examining churches with a view 
to saving money by carrying out first- 
aid cleaning and minor repairs. The 
conference visited St. Giles Church. 
Lincoln, an interesting case of a good 
18th-century church largely transferred 
from the centre of the city to a new 
suburb, by Mr. W. G. _ Watkins, 
F.R.1.B:A., who was there to describe it. 

Those present included Mr. H. Anderson, 
F.S.A.. FP.R.1B.A. (Canterbury), Mr. 8S. E. 
Dykes Bower, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.LB.A. (Bury 
St. Edmunds and Carlisle), Mr. Bernard Miller, 
B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A. (Chester), Mr. Sherwood, 
(Chichester), Mr. C. H. R. Naylor, 

(Derby), Mr. Dd. McIntyre, 
(Durham). Mr. H. MM. Drury, 
(Exeter), Col. N. H. Walfer, M.A., 
(Gloucester), Mr. E. A. Roiser, 
(Hereford), Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, 
-A., F.R.LB.A. (St. Paul’s and South- 
: +. Lindsay, B.A., F.S.A-Scot., 
S.A., F.R.LAS. (Newcastle and 
Mr. C. G. Handisyde, A.R.I.B.A., A.A., Dipl. 
(Oxford), Mr. Leslie T. Moore, M.C., F.R.1.B.A. 
(Peterborough), Mr. A. B. Whittingham, M.A., 
A B.A. (Norwich), Mr. W. A. Forsyth, 
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F.R.LB.A. (Salisbury, Rochester and Black: 
burn), Mr. B. Parsons (also Salisbury), Mr. 
Cecit Brown, F.R.I.B.A. (St. Albans), Mr. 


Herbert Passmore, F.R.I.B.A. (Southwell), Mr. 
R. G. Easdale, F.S.1., L.R.I.B.A., (Wakefield), 
Mr. W. Carpenter Turner (Winchester), Mr. 
Maurice Jones, L.R.I.B.A. (Worcester). 

Mr. W. J. Green (York) and Mr. MacGregor 
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LAMBETH HOUSING COMPETITION : The Site Pian. 
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(Society for the Protection of Ancient Buiki 
ings) were prevented from coming at the last 
minate. Mr. R. J. Schaffer, captesrating the 
Building Research Station, a Mr. L. W 
Rawson, the Ancient Monuments Department o/ 
the Ministry of Works, were present, and also- 
Mr. J. L. Musgrave, M.LC.E., Chairman of 
Messrs. Crittall and Co., Mr. Nutt, of the Sturte- 
vant Engineering Co., and Mr. Hudson, repre- 
senting the Industrial Gas Information Bureau. 
who had been invited to attend. 

Worcester Cathedral sent the Master of the 
Fabric, Canon  Braley, and Chester the 
Chapter Clerk, Mr. Lancelot Wickham. Mr 
Laurence Bond, L.R.1.B.A., of Grantham, who 
is one of the Diocesan Surveyors, was also pre- 
sent, and, of course, Mr. Godfrey, of Lincoln 
Cathedral, and the Subdean. - 

Those present were greatly impressed 
by all they, saw and by the generous wel- 
come they received, and it was unani- 
mously resolved to repeat the conference 
annually. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


PROPOSED HOUSING, LAMBETH 


ARCHITECTS are invited by Lambeth 
M.B.C. to submit designs in open com- 
petition for the layout and design of 
dwellings on a site of eight acres net at 
Leigham Court-road, Streatham Common 
North. The Council has nominated Mr. 
C. H. James, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., to act as 
assessor, and his award will be final and 
binding on all parties. _ The premiums 
offered are £500, £200 and £100 for the 
designs placed first, second and third. 


Applications for conditions, accom- 
panied by a deposit of two guineas, should 
be made to Mr. C. L. Roberts, Town 
Clerk, Lambeth Town. Hall, Brixton-hill, 
S.W.2, not later than July 1.. Designs are 
to be submitted to the Council on or be- 
fore December 31, 1948. The last day for 
questions will be September 1. 

_Following are extracts from the con- 
ditions :— 

_ An estimate of the cost, on the assump- 
tion that prices are 24 times those ruling 
in 1939, must be sent, based on a 
price per superficial foot of usable space 
in the buildings, excluding passages 
through cottages, common staircases, etc.. 
measured within the external walls. 
__ it will be noted that the density accord- 
ing to the number of persons per acre 
will average 70 persons per acre, which, 
at an average of 3.6 persons per dwelling, 
will approximate to 19 dwellings per acre. 
This average need not necessarily be 
applied rigidly all over the site, and varia- 
tions may be made, subject to the overall 
average being maintained and subject to 
individual fluctuations not exceeding a 
maximum of 100 persons per acre. 


_ The dwellings are to be in the propor- 
tion of 10 per cent. 1 bedroom, 50 per 
cent.,2 bedroom and 40 per cent. 3 bed- 
room. One-bedroom dwellings should on 
no account be se ted but should be 
part of the genera Ae sama No objection 
will be raised to the erection of flats as 
high as eight storeys as a focal point in 
the plan, but if they are taken above four 
storeys they should have a lift or lifts. 
Three-storey flats are favoured. Three- 
storey houses would be looked upon with 
approval by the assessor, but the number 
must not exceed 20 per cent. of the whole 
Double maisonettes—i.c., house ove’ 
house—will be considered. 

A central supply of heating is not 4' 
present contemplated, but may’ be pro 
posed by any competitor. 


The layout of the ing Portobello 
Housing Scheme ors considered in 
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NATIONAL PARKS : 


STANDING COMMITTEE’S 
STATEMENT 


We have reviewed from time to 
time the various reports that have ap- 
peared on the provision of national parks, 
nature reserves and kindred subjects, and 
have now received a statement* of the 
recommendations of the Standing Com- 
mittee dealing with these questions as to 
the measures that are demanded to 
secure the effective operation of the pro- 
posals which have already received 
general approval in Parliament. The 
reports are at present under considera- 
tion by the ‘Minister of Town and 
Country Planning and by other depart- 
ments interested, while the Standing 
Committee represents the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural England and 
that of Rural Wales. 

Firstly, it is advised that there should 
be a National Parks Commission to draw 
up a code of planning and to deal with 
any development affecting the integrity 
of the national parks, etc.; it would have 
certain duties in regard to the provision 
of holiday accommodation, — general 
control, the removal of disfigurements, 
and, where desirable, to requisitions 
and improvements. Its work will be 
important in view of the increasing 
threats to landscape beauty both from 
economic enterprise and from Govern- 
ment departments, 

Then each specific park should have 
as its planning authority a special Park 
Committee, with half the membership 
appointed by the County Councils for 
the area in which the park is situated and 
the other half (together with the chair- 
man) appointed by the National Parks 
Commission. It is felt that such national 
representation will strengthen the local 
element in cases of any national impact 
on the interests of the amenities the park 
provides and also when the County 
Councils themselves may differ in their 
requirements where the influence of the 
park extends over a wide area. Effective 
representation of the national interest will 
set a far higher standard for the common 
measure of agreement to be aimed at 
and attained. 

As things stand at present the 
Minister would have to work through his 
regional officers—a system of remote 
control through distant towns, of in- 
direct knowledge and of intricate cor- 
relations. The Minister’s own regional 
boundaries subdivide. many of the 
national parks. The direct, effective 
system, with the local and national 
interests brought together (as proposed 
in the report), will best meet the problem 
as a whole and maintain a common 
standard in the series of national parks. 
It is pointed out that the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning is at present 
in the embarrassing position of being 
both an arbiter between departments and 
between these departments and his own; 
he would then surely welcome the forma- 
tion of a National Parks Commission 
which would relieve him of this respon- 
sibility. As indicating the difficulties that 
might occur, it is noted that only three 
of the proposed parks fall within the 
boundary of a single planning authority; 
of the other nine, the five most important 
overlap three, four or five of the present 
town-planning areas. 

The suggestion is made that 
nent committee of 
Ministers, should be set up 
all the various claims to the use of land 

* Sta! 
sige Pia 9° Ge" Oeae ana 
CP.R.W., 4, Hobart-place, London, 8.W.1. 
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by Government departments, and this in 
our view should cover not only the land 
desired for specific national purposes but 
also that considered more appropriate for 
housing. agriculture, afforestation and 
other uses — in a nationally planned 
economy. sound balance that must 
be held between all the varied and com- 
plex interests that are involved and the 
importance of the decisions to be made 
demand consideration at the highest 
level, and this can be done only by the 
Government, with the assistance of bodies 
constituted to include the ablest mem- 
bers of the community for the purposes 
involved. 

It is recognised that in view of the 
present economic crisis the major de- 
mands for expenditure will have to be 
left to a future date, but to get the 
system of national parks on its feet, and 
to establish the essential safeguards 
which it offers, and which are so urgently 
required, the immediate outlay would not 
be great. H, V. LANCHESTER. 


OBITUARY 


Sir Frank Elgood, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 

As briefly noticed in our issue of last 
week, the death occurred at Haywards 
Heath, Sussex, on May 17, of Sir Frank 
Elgood, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., F.R.LC.S. 

Frank Minshull Elgood received his 
architectural training in the office of 
Alexander Payne, F.R.I.B.A., and at the 
Architectural Association classes. For 
some time he was in partnership with 
Edward Hastie, F.R.I.B.A., and designed 
a number of houses in the neighbour- 
hood of Cavendish-square, Wimpole- 
street and Harley-street. Apart from 
domestic work, which included blocks of 
flats and country houses, he was re- 
sponsible for several business premises, 
factories and offices. He also designed 
the Margaret Street Hospital for 
Diseases of the Chest (of which he later 
became chairman), Dewar House, Hay- 
market, and Emmanuel Church, North- 
wood, Middlesex. 

For many years resident at North- 
wood, he was chairman of the Ruislip- 
Northwood Town Planning Committee 
from 1910 to 1915. Later he became 
Housing Commissioner under the Minis- 
try of Health, and in 1921 chairman of 
the National Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Council. In later life he went to 
live at Eastbourne and largely gave up 
his architectural practice in favour. of 
his work for the Church Army. He 
served the latter institution not only on 
the executive -board and as treasurer 
but also as chairman of Church Army 
Housing, Lid. He was a Commissioner 
for Income Tax and chairman of the 
West End board of the Eagle Star In- 
surance Co. He was 83. 


George Philip Banyard, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death on 
May 20 at the Coppice, Long-road, Cam- 
bridge, of Mr. George Philip Banyard, 
F.R.1.B.A. Mr. Banyard, who was 68, 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Insti- 
tute in 1935. 


M.O.H. Loans. 

Loans sanctioned by the Minister of 
Health to local authorities in and 
Wales during the quarter ended March 31 
were as follow: Housing, £42,922,293; 
Health Services: (a) Personal, 

(b) Environmental, £3,911,482; Poor Law, 
£231,024; Miscellaneous, £671,669; Educa- 
- £2,543,025; Hi 
ways and Private Street Works, £537,371; 
Police, £110,360; Town and Country Plan- 
ning, £2,107,210. Total, £60,269,122. 


' 


£809,691 . 


PRESERVATION OF OLD 
BUILDINGS | 
S.P.A.B. ANNUAL MEETING 


At the first meeting of the Society 
for the ion of Ancient Bui 
to be held since the war, Mr. Haro_p 


Nicotson, C.M.G., addressed a 


Blackfriars-lane, E.C.4, on May 4. He 
yam ge the belief that al no 
o Government had ever a 
more active and creative interest in the 
country’s architectural tradition, there 
was a danger that it might concentrate 
so much upon preserving the great 
beauty spots and houses that the count- 
less smail things of value might be 
neglected. He felt that the great homes 
of England’s tradition’ would remain, at 
least as museums, but he was afraid that 
without the vigilance, alertness and 
helpfulness of the Society the little 
places which comprised the picture of 
national life would certainly be -de- 
stroyed. Their Society should not be 
guided entirely by contemporary taste, 
he told them, but must redlise that the 
finer Victorian and Edwardian buildings 
were also worthy of esteem. The 
destruction of the Law Courts or the 
Prudential building would not give any 
of them a pang, but he thought that the 
history of architecture would be 
damaged if those highly intelligent 
buildings were to be removed. He 


knew the delight the Society must ex- . 


seas 38 in always doing something to 
eep for future generations that tenuous 
but vital cord of taste and love of beauty 
which ever since Roman days had run 
through the history of the country. 
They were doing something to make the 
English a little more interested in their 
environment and to give to the people 
and their leaders a sense of the import- 
ance to human nature of beautiful and 
well-planned surroundings. 


Full Recognition for Society. 

The Rt. Hon. THE Viscount ESHER, 
M.B.E., Hon. A.R.1.B.A., chairman of 
the Society, referred to the days when 
the Society had been regarded as “an 
obscure body of cranks who worshipped 
the socialist shade of William Mosris in 
some secret haunt of the Ad-Iphi,” and 
compared them with the present time 
when a renaissance of artistic apprecia- 
tion in the country had led to a general 
desire to preserve our architectural 
inheritance, and the Society received full 
recognition on all sides. 

The report of the Society, which will 
soon be published, states that it now 
works very closely with the Ministry of 


oe and Country —— The 
inistry is to prepare a list of buildings 
of special architectural ‘and historic 


interest as a guide to planning authorities. 
Owing to the fact that this list will take 
a considerable time to compile, the 
Ministry will be compelled to concen- 
trate on urban areas for some time and 
therefore asked the Society to 
co-operate in the matter. Members 
have been asked to send details of any 
ildi i be threatened 


so that investigations can be 
made. have also asked 
the Society for surveys of ancient build- 
ings in their the says 
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THE HEATING OF 
HOUSES 


SECOND PHASE OF EXPERIMENT 
BEGINS 


On September 18, 1947, the D.S.LR. 
gave details* of the experiments on heat- 
mg and ing equipment for houses 
being in twenty experimental 
houses at Abbots Langley, near Watford, 
Herts, — Building Research Station. 

The stage of the experiment is 
now completed and the houses have been 
occupied by tenants. The second stage is 
about to commence. 

During the first stage of the experiment 

were unoccupied. y were 
fully furnished, however, and were con- 
sidered to be occupied by an imaginary 
family of a father, mother and two child- 
ren of school age. The heating and cook- 
ing requirements of the families were 
simulated by assistants who worked to a 
strict routine, drawing off specified 
amounts of hot water, lighting stoves and 
fires at the right times, operating the 
cookers for stated periods, so that in each 
house the same thing was going on. 

Much valuable information was ob- 
tained during the winter. Nearly 2,000 
readings were collected from the site 
every day, including Sundays and holi- 
days, and both by day and night. The 
readings covered ote for such matters 
as the amount of fuel used (solid fuel, 
gas and electricity), temperatures in every 
room and other parts of the house at 


‘ half-hourly intervals day and night, hours 


of sunlight, outside shade temperatures 


‘throughout the 24 hours, direction and 


force of wind, rates of ventilation, and 
so on. These figures are now being 
analysed. 


The Second Stage. 


For the second stage the tenants, all of 
whom have children, have been drawn 
mainly from the Local Authority Housing 
List. To enable the utmost value to be 
obtained from the experiment, there were 
certain special conditions which the 
tenants had to agree to, but a person 
offered a tenancy could refuse without 
losing his place in the housing list; only 
one did so, and the site was out of the 
district in which he worked. 

The tenants pay a rent similar to that 
charged by the local authority for its 
own new houses. They have to undertake 
to use only the fuel supplied by the Build- 
ing Research Station, and all delivery is 
done by the Station. Each family is 
loaned a set of cooking utensils, standard 
throughout all the houses, so that the 
amount of fuel used in cooking will not 
be upset by the use of old and dilapidated 
utensils, which can be a severe handica 
on an electric cooker or a modern solid- 
fuel cooker with a good hot plate. Ashes 
have to be put into a special bin and are 
collected by the Station for subsequent 
analysis. 

The Woman Housing Manager from 
the Building Resea Station calls 
weekly to collect the rent and the money 
for the fucl used during the previous 
week, and at the same time reads the 
meters. Normally, when one of the 
scientific staff of the Station wishes to go 
into any of the houses, he asks the 
Housing Manager to fix a time that suits 
the tenant; but if an instruznent in a 
house out of order, it is important 
to get it repaired wi delay, and the 
man in charge of the instruments is per- 
matted to ask if he may enter a house to 

: matter right straight away. The 
Sesion wishes the tenants to lead their 
*The Builder, Septimber 26, 1947. 
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own normal lives without interference; 
ultimately the tenant and his wife will be 
asked for their comments on the houses in 
which they are living. ‘ 

When the figures for the unoccupied 
stage are worked out, the behaviour of 
the various systems of space heating, hot 
water and cooking under the standardised 
conditions of this part of the experiment 
will be known. As each year goes by 
more and more will be learnt about how 
these systems Work under practical condi- 
tions. The results of this experi- 
ment, and of the experiment on the insu- 
lation of houses, should enable houses to 
be built in the future in which the heat- 
ing and cooking arrangements are such 
as to give greatly improved comfort and 
convenience combined with maximum 
efficiency and economy. 


HOUSING CENTRE 
MEMORANDUM TO M.0.H. 


THE Executive Committee of the 
Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
London, S.W.1, has sent to the Minister 
of Health a memorandum emphasising 
the disadvantages resulting from cuts in 
the housing programme, and urging the 
Government to maintain a steady rate of 
house production to include private 
building. reconditioning, conversion and 
maintenance work. 

The memorandum states:— 

Estimate of the numbers of houses 
meeded during the next ten years to 
replace slums and to meet the increase 
in the number of families is at least 
4,000,000. This estimate implies an out- 
put of 400,000 houses a year. 

The programme for cuts in capital in- 
vestment involves reducing the number 
of houses under construction to 140,000 
by the middle of 1949. The number of 
permanent houses under construction is 
falling off, and the number of new per- 
manent houses started in February is 
only 6,570, compared with the recent 
monthly average of 11,000. 

Our economic difficulties are likely to 
continue for some considerable period of 
years, and the capital cuts made now are 
unlikely to be a short-term expedient 
only. The building programme must 
not be allowed to fall to such a low level. 
Arrears of work will pile up, existing 
houses will deteriorate rapidly, and the 
possibilities of slum clearance will be- 
come more remote. Fewer houses mean 
more slums. 

Good housing is the most important 
of all social services. The best educa- 
tion, the best health service and the 
greatest security are of little value if the 
primary need of a suitable building in 
which to found a home cannot be met. 

Cuts in the housing programme will 
se ft in production than 
saving in resources. Industrialists com- 
plain of a wastefully increased number 
of employees passing through their 
hands, as so many leave when they be- 
come aware that there is no chance of 
bringing their wives and families to the 
area. They have to arrange to bring 
workers long distances by special trans- 
port due to the lack of local accommoda- 
tion. Agricultural interests are handi- 
capped in their efforts to improve food 
production by lack of ing in rural 
areas and by the low standard of exist- 
ing nedation. The Government 
have recognised the importance of hous- 
ing aS a means to increased uction 
by their concern to produce for 
miners and —— workers. Regu- 
lations for 
groups are no solution to the funda- 
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mental need for enough housing to allow 
a reasonable degree of mobility of 
labour. Lack of housing holds up pro- 
duction. 

The restriction of the programme is 
already causing a Jack of balance in the 
building industry. A long-term pro- 
gramme of building is necessary to secure 
proper retention of skill, efficiency and 
expectation. 

‘The need to reduce the housing pro- 
gramme has been argued on the basis of 
lack of materials, such as steel and tim- 
ber. We do not consider that a steady 
housing programme can drastically up- 
set the balance of international payments. 


We actively support the extension of 
subsidised building, but we are certain 
that house ownership is necessary to pro- 
vide an outlet and an encouragement for 
personal saving, and that there are in- 
dividuals able and willing to pay for the 
housing they need. An outlet of this 
kind should divert funds from less desir- 
able and more inflationary activities. 


We urge the Government: — 


(i) To maintain a steady and regular 
rate » ; house building to a figure of at 
least 20,000 permanent new houses per 
month. A _ yearly total of 240,000 
dwellings is only a little more than 
half the target originally set by the 
Government. 

(ii) To allocate a part of such yearly 
total to private building, and to appor- 
tion this allocation in a manner which 
will ensure that the proportion of local 
authority to private building in each 
area is appropriate to the needs of the 
area. 

(iii) In addition, to support applica-. 
tions and give grants for ‘recondition- 
ing both by local authorities and indi- 
viduals in rural areas. ; 

(iv) In addition, to allocate a greater 
amount of building to the mainten- 
ance, improvement and conversion of 
existing housing, including the restora- 
tion and modernisation of war- 
damaged property. 


RECONSTRUCTION AT 


COVENTRY 
PRINCESS ELIZABETH’S VISIT 


THE importance of preserving as much 
of the countryside as possible during the 
country’s period of reconstruction and 
replanning was mentioned by Princess 
Elizabeth when she laid the foundation 
stone of a new shopping precinct in 
Coventry on May 22. : 

Princess Elizabeth said: “ Not only in 
Coventry but all over Great Britain there 
are plans for new buildings to rise on 
desolate bombed sites. At the same 
time, to meet a desperate demand, houses 
are already springing up in areas which 
were still green fields a year or two ago. 
In this our generation has many respon- 
sibilities. 

“ First, in the bombed areas we must 
be sure that the style and the materials 
we use are of the highest quality we can 
devise. We have a glorious tradition in 
architecture, but in the last 100 years we 
have not always lived up to it. Secondly, 
we must remember the importance of 
space, both for light and amenity, and so 
that the generations which follow adapt 
our designs to their future requirements. 
Thirdly, and I think this is most im- 
portant of all, it would be very wrong to 
allow more than we can help of the 
countryside in this small, crowded but 
very beautiful island to be submerged 
t steady outward movement of 
towns.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Re-siting of Statues. 

Mr. WiLson Harris asked the Minister 
of Works whether he would appoint a 
pages peg artic naan 
or W is | was responsi 
and make proposals for the re-siting of 
some statues and the possible removai 
of others with a view to giving a better 
display to those statues which most 
merited it by reason either of the subject 
or the treatment. 

Mr. Key said that he did not think 
that the expenditure. of time and money 
upon such an inquiry at present would 
be justified. 


Temporary Housing. 

Mr. Prratin asked the Minister of 
Health if he would publish a table show- 
ing the number of temporary hutments, 
Nissen and Uni-Seco, respectively, built 
in certain Metropolitan Boroughs. 

Mr. Bevan said the following were the 





figures : — 
EMERGENCY HUTMENTS IN METROPOLITAN 
BoROUGHS 

Curved 
Local Authority Asbestos Uni-Seco 
Bermondsey _ 54 
Bethnal Green 150 40 
Deptford ... 235 30 
Finsbury ... —_— 75 
Greenwich 70 50 
Hackney ... 107 100 
Lambeth ... 368 100 
Lewisham — 125 
Poplar  ... 100 200 
Shoreditch — 115 
Southwark — 100 
Stepney ‘ 300 200 
Wandsworth 42 171 

1,372 1,360 


Temporary Houses. 

Mr. Marpies asked the Minister of 
Works what was the average cost of erec- 
tion only of temporary prefabricated 
houses when erected by the mobile labour 
squad under the supervision of his De- 
partment and when erected by private 
contractors respectively. 

Mr. Key said there was only one case 
where the mobile labour force had been 
employed on erection only, and it was 
therefore not possible to make a fair 
comparison with the average cost of erec- 
tion by private contractors. 


Rural Reconditioning. 

Sin Ratpu Gyn asked the Minister of 
Health whether it was his intention to 
arrange by counties a rehousing survey in 
order that a review might be made by a 
competent architect of such dwellings as 
have been put in Category 5 under the 
Housing Acts; and whether he was satis- 
fied that an inspector of his department 
and a surveyor who was not a qualified 
architect were competent to decide 
whether houses were capable of remodel- 
ling in order to meet the present shortage 
of housing accommodation in rural areas. 

Mr. Bevan said that county surveys 
were proceeding as rapidly as the avail- 
able staffs allowed. He eed that the 
classification of houses unfit for habita- 
tion and beyond repair at reasonable ex- 
pense should be reviewed by qualified 
persons. In cases of dispute, a local 
inquiry was held by one of his inspectors 
who was invariably a qualified architect. 


War-destreyed Houses. 

Mrs. MippLeTon asked the Minister 
of Health whether he would follow up 
Circular 138/45, paragraph 2 (i), which 


- 


_ Mr. Bevan ee eee 
cipal housing officers to give sympatheti 
consideration to a proposal from a local 
authority to issue a building licence to a 
person who wished to use a value pay- 
ment to build a new house for his own 
occupation on the site of his destroyed 
house, provided that there were no town- 
planning objections. 


Non-traditional Houses in Scotland. 


Stmm Watpron SmirHers asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he 
would state the timber and steel content 
respectively for each the non- 
traditional houses listed in Table F of 
the Housing Return for Scotland; and 
similar figures for a brick house. 

Mr. Woopsurn said the following was 
the information:— 


Softwood 
Standards 


Steel 

Type of House tons 

Aluminium ‘ 

Atholl .. 

B.LS.F. 

Brydon Bi 

Cellular concret 

Clyde .. aif 

Cruden S, oa 

Demonstration (average) 

Foamsilag = da 

Hilcon 5 a 

Lindsay sen aE 

Miller “‘ No Fines” 

Orlit : 

Start .. nt 

Swedish timber 

Weir (Paragon) 

Weir (Quality) 

Whatling concrete 

Whitson Fairhurst . 

Wilsons hollow block 

Wimpey <i ee oe F 
The quantity of softwood in a traditional brick 

house varies with the size of the house but is limited 

to two standards softwood per 1,000 sg. ft. of floor 

area. The quantity of steel in a normal house is 

approximately .25 tons. 


Bills of Quantity. 

Mr. RENTON asked the Minister of 
Health whether he was aware that his 
Eastern Regional Office was, in some 
cases, requiring local authorities to submit 
priced bills of quantities of building 
materials before granting approval for the 
building of council houses; that this 
involved a large amount of u 
clerical work and much delay; and 
whether he would take steps to ensure 
that bills of quantities were not demanded 
.in future before approval. 

Mr. BevaN said that a normal building 
contract required the contractor to pro- 
vide a priced bill of quantities. It was 
not unreasonable to ask the local autho- 
rity to include this in the documents sub- 
mitted to the principal housing officer. 

Mr. RENTON: Does not the Minister 
agree that it causes further administrativz 
delay to ask for bills of prices and quan- 
tities of building materials, and is it not a 
fact that if the contract price is 
all the time-sheets, bills and invoices have 
to be produced before an extra demand is 
met in the contract price? For that 
reason would it not be better to get rid 
of this somewhat dilatory pr ? 

Mr. Bevan: I cannot accept the argu- 
ment that administrative delays are hold- 
ing up the building of houses. As some 
70,000 houses through adminis- 
tratively a year ore they were started 
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ng trade operatives em; on 
the direct-labour scheme at its highest 
peint; and how many were employed to- 


employed by his 
ment. The res were 7,047 and 7,005 
respectively. 
CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters fes- 
sional and other mattere of interest to cnr edhte, 
it must be wnderstood that we do not 

p the remarks of correspondents, who 
oblige us if they will express their views as brichy 
as possible.} 


Incentives in the Building 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 

_ Sin,—In your issue for April 30 last, 
in an article under the above i a 
statement from Mr. Coppock mentions 
specifically that “the employers of 
Weston-super-Mare have decided not to 
work the scheme.” . 

This statement is not correct, and I feel 
some publicity of the actual facts is due 
to the members of this local association. 
The facts are that the members have not 
at any time agreed that they would not 
work the scheme; on the contrary, there 
are instances now of the scheme in actual 
operation by members in Weston-super- 


Mare. : 

E. Turner, President, 
Weston-super-Mare Association 
of Building Trades Employers. 

29, Alexandra-parade, 
Weston-super-Mare. 


The Menace of Dirt. 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 

Sm,—As one goes around the streets 
to-day, a small amount of external re- 
painting work can be seen going on, but 
<wy, Pemereene by a on Res the 
usual preparatory work such as cleaning 
and washing down. Once upon a time 
most builders at Easter time were all 
engaged upon washing and cleaning, and 
~ could a aed ses - the larger, 
a y public, buildings being 
hosed down. 


It is very unfortunate that property 
owners, agents and others responsible for 
the upkeep and maintenance of buildings 
do not realise the importance of 
periodically having the exterior parts 
cleaned and washed. This would very 
much ease the painter's job and give a 
much better appearance. 

C. J. Sawarp, F.1.A.S., A.A.L.P.A. 

19, Ripon-road. $.E.18. 
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_ STRESS GRADING OF 
TIMBER 


NO SUBSTITUTE FOR OLDER 
METHODS 


A TALK on the stress grading of timber 
‘was given by Mr. Puuiw O. REECE, 
A.M.LC.E., M.i.Struct.£E., A.M.L.Mun.E., 
at the Building Industries Luncheon Club 
recently. 

We take the following extracts from 
his remarks :— 

' The structural engineer can only regard 
a material as a suitable medium for his 
work if he is able to predict its behaviour 
under known conditions of service; in 
other words, it must have well-defined 
physical properties which he can 
evaluate and use in the application of 
a mathematical method of design. Stress 
grading is a means of assessing the 
strength value of a piece of timber. 
It is ‘concerned solely with features 
which can be seen and measured, and 
it does not require any knowledge of 
timber above that which a carpenter 
or a clerk of works might reasonably 
be expected to possess. : 

The strength of a piece of timber of 
given species, density and moisture 
content is governed by features such as 
knots, sloping grain, checks, shakes, 
—_ and wane. These are regarded as 

fects, but it is much safer to regard 
them as natural characteristics of wood 
and to take them into account accord- 
ingly. 

The strength of a joist is proportional 
to the amount of clear wood which ap- 
pears in the edge or face. For instance, 
a perfectly clear piece of Baltic redwood 
may be stressed up to 1,600 Ib. per 
sq. in. in bending. If a knot should 
occupy one-quarter of the edge of the 
piece, leaving three-quarters of the 
thickness as clear wood, then the working 
stress for the whole cross-section is three- 
quarters of the strength of the clear 
specimen; that is, three-quarters of 
1,600 Ib., or 1,200 Ib. per sq. in. If in 
a 2-in. thick joist a 1-in. diameter 
knot occurs in the 2-in. edge, the strength 
is reduced to half—that is, to 800 Ib. 
per sq. in. Similar considerations apply 
to shakes, splits and checks, but in this 
case the proportional strength is 
governed by the depth of the split in re- 
lation to the thickness of the wood im 
which it occurs. 


Live and Dead Knots. 


The effect of a knot on strength is 
caused not so much by the knot itself as 
by the disturbance of the grain around 
it. Fortunately, knot diameter is a good 
guide to the amount of grain disturbance, 
and is a good measure of its influence. 
This means, amongst other things, that 
in stress-graded timber no distinction is 
made between live and dead knots. 

The results of the experimental work 
carried out are contained in the Grading 
Rules in British Standard 940. These 
rules are sufficient to tell the designer 
and builder all he needs to know about 
the strength properties of timber. If the 
rules are open to criticism I would say 
that it is in the direction of over- 
elaboration. The needs of the engineer 
are comparatively simple, and I think 
that the cing rules have aimed at a 
degree precision which is justified 
neither by the nature of the material nor 
the use to which it is put. My own view 


is that we should not aim at a degree of 
ion any greater than that achieved 
reinforced concrete, and at this level 
the rules could be very much simpler. 
It should be made quite clear that 


THE BUILDER 
stress, grading cannot be regarded as a 
universal substitute for the older grading 


methods. These older methods were 
concerned with quality and appearance 
from the point of view of joinery. Stress 
grading is concerned only with strength. 
Probably about 30 per cent. of our soft- 
wood supplies are required for struc- 
tural purposes in which stress grading 
is desirable, but the remaining 70 per 
cent. still require to be graded for ap- 
pearance and working qualities. 

The older methods of grading were 
never intended to give a positive indica- 
tion of stren, alone. They gradually 
became established as a result of the dis- 
crimination of the craftsman rather 
than the structural engineer, a dis- 
crimination in which appearance and 
working — ranked at least as high 
as strength. 


Value of Stress Grading. 


It must be remembered that the big 
consumers, the merchants and the manu- 
facturers already grade their supplies for 
special demands. There are few builders 
who willingly put into carcassing timber 
that is good enough for joinery. A know- 
ledge of stress grading would enable a 
builder to use the poorest material with 
complete assurance of its suitability for 
a — job. By starting with the 
right commercial quality, stress grading 
becomes a matter of rejection rather than 
selection; for instance, if 800-lb. timber 
is required (that is, timber which is to 
be stressed up to 800 Ib. per sq. in.), 
the easiest ‘way is to start either with 
Sths or unsorted European, rejecting 
those pieces showing defects in excess of 
those permitted by the grading rules. 
After a little experience the grader 

uickly spots the defects over the border- 
line of the permissible and can tell at a 
glance without any measurement whether 
the rest complies with the grade require- 
ment or not. By starting with Sths or 
unsorted, the borderline cases for 800-Ib. 
timber are not likely to be more than 
about 1 per cent. of the total, and in 
these circumstances grading takes no 
more time or labour than is necessary to 
turn the material over. Similarly, if 
1,200-Ib. material is required, the easiest 
way is to select from Merchantable Dou- 
las Fir, when the borderline cases and 
rejections would again amount to a 
negligible percentage. 

It is important to remember that 
the grader is in no way responsible for 
the actual strength of the material when 
graded. His responsibility is limited to 
perciesie> 5 that no piece has defects in 
excess of those permitted by the grading 
rules. Another point to remember is 
that when graded timber is reconverted, 
that is, resawn into smaller pieces, it 
can no longer be regarded as stress- 
graded timber. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THe NETHERLANDS. By Sacheverell 
Sitwell. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 18s. net. 

CosTING For Bui_pers. By Walter and 
Leonard Townsend. (London: E. and F. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 

New Bumpers’ HANDBOOK ON 
PLASTERING. By F. G. Ford and G. F. 
Ford. (London: George Allen and Unwin, 
Ltd.) Price 6s. net. 

Stone AND MarsiLe Carvino. By Alec 
Miller. (London: Alec Tiranti, Ltd.) 
Price, 12s. 6d. 

CONCRETE MATERIALS AND PRACTICE. 
By J. L. Murdock. (London: Edward 
Arnold and Co.) Price, 21s. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


FURNITURE FROM MACHINES, by Gordon 
Logie. (George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) 
Price £1 Is. 

While appreciating the opposition 
likely to be experienced from those who 
love the beauty of form and design in 
fine old period furniture, the author, 
nevertheless, has applied himself boldly 
to the advocacy of modernisation ‘in 
form, material and manufacturing 
methods. With the courage of his con- 
victions and training, and as the result 
of painstaking research in this country 
and abroad, he gives the reader a well- 
balanced review of the present-day 
position which necessitates considerable 
change in aesthetic and structural con- 
siderations consequent upon the modern 
materials and manufacturing possibilities 
now available. 

The desiderata of modern furniture 
are interestingly analysed under the 
headings of Comfort, Convenience, 
Economy, Ease of ,manufacture, Dura- 
bility, and Beauty. These he co-relates 
especially to the usage of the most 
modern types of material, including 
resin-impregnated plywood, plastics and 
light metal alloys, e.g., aluminium and 
magnesium, in addition to metal tube, 
bentwood and sheet steel. In fact, the 
snanengpe of furniture from materials 

itherto unused or only little used in 
the trade, and modern machine methods 
of production are the keynote of this 
informative book. Useful information is 
given in connection with the jointing of 
wood having regard to the effect of ply- 
wood and synthetic resins on the joints, 
with interesting micro-photographic 
illustrations. The jointing of metals is 
also discussed, and the reader will find 
much of interest concerning development 
in .the manufacture of resin-impregnated 
plywood, of which the average individual 
has but scant knowledge. 

Many illustrations of numerous types 
of furniture and modern labour-saving 
machinery a of mass production 
methods are liberally distributed through- 
out the book, together with excellent 
descriptions of the machines and their 
uses. 

This book may be summarised as a 
concise and informative treatise on 
modern development and the future of 
furniture production, compiled with great 
care and discretion, and with the object 
of directing attention to changes which 
are bound to come, in this age of rapid 
change, if the industry is to keep in step 
with the availability of new materials 
and modernised rapid production 
methods. : R. S. D. 


HOME AND ENVIRONMENT. By Walter 
Segal. Pp. xviii, 226. (Leonard Hill, 
Ltd.) Price 37s. 6d. 

This book, based upon articles recently 
contributed to various technical journals. 
contains a mass of useful and up-to-date 
information about the latest practice in 
housing, together with a t number of 
the author’s own original ideas on matters 
of planning, equipment and layout of 
sites. Save for an unexpected but com- 
petent account of the history of town 
planning, near the end of the book, he is 
concerned exclusively with the needs of 
the moment. - The moment being what it 
is, those needs are almost synonymous 
with minimum standards of accommoda- 
tion and there is no opportunity for 
architectural frills of any sort; in fact, 
at is the outstanding characteristic 
of all his designs, while the prevailing 
shortages and. high costs of both labour 
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and materials make parsimony the rule 
in planning. 

Some day, it is to be hoped, this ex- 
cessive stringency will pass and some hint 
of graciousness will be permitted in the 
new architecture. Meanwhile, it is 
rather ominous that terrace houses with 
a frontage of 12 ft. to 13 ft., built 30 to 
the acre, are being proposed, with in- 
ternal bathrooms and w.c.s lighted and 
ventilated : a clerestory or lantern above 
the flat roof. One must be thankful that 
there is not (yet) any suggestion of a 
return to “ back-to-back ” planning. Mr. 
Segal admits that it is difficult to improve 
upon the “standard” or “universal” 
plan of “two down” and “three up” 
for small houses, that two living-rooms 
are preferable to one—at any rate where 
there are children—and that separate 
front and back entrances are desirable; 
for he is certainly open-minded, and has 
carefully considered the domestic habits 
and needs of the normal English family, 
which does include young children and a 
harassed mother. i 

He also realises, even if he has not 
entirely solved, the very real problem 
created by the coalman and the dustman. 
The 273 illustrations consist mainly of 
excellent line-drawings by the author, who 
includes almost every imaginable permu- 
tation of plan for small houses of various 
types, “terraced bungalows,” flats and 
maisonettes; and he explains or criticises 
their respective merits and defects with 
complete fairness. 

After dealing with questions of heating 
and hot-water supply, he passes from 
houses to flats, offering various ingenious 
schemes for lighting and ventilating the 
small, dark entrance-hall or passage as 
usually built, in combination with the 
provision of a loggia instead of the 
normal balcony entered from one of the 
rooms. He cites examples of recent bad 
flat-planning in Vienna and elsewhere, 
and dares to remark that “ impatient 
architects like Le Corbusier and his 
followers have tried to introduce new 
features into the plan of the flat,” whereas 
Mr. Segal is content to adopt Fabian 
tactics. His final chapters deal sensibly 
with site-planning, including densities, 
orientation and finance. M. S. B. 


BRICKS AND MODERN RESEARCH. By B. 
Butterworth. (Crosby Lockwood and 
Son, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 

What is a brick? This question is in- 
formatively answered and much valuable 
information is given both as to the 
manufacture and the raw materials 
needed for various types of bricks. This 
book is a welcome addition to the litera- 
ture on the subject of brick-making and 
discusses, mainly from a scientific stand- 
point, a diversity of essential matters a 
knowledge of which will be invaluable 
to the keen student. 

Up to the present insufficient data have 
been available as a result of analytical 
research into the chemical and physical 
properties of brick-making materials and 
their behaviour during formation and 
firing. Here one advice, well 
arranged and tabulated, on the charac- 
teristics of brick types, the nature and 
location of the main kinds of clay em- 
ployed, their behaviour at various stages, 
the variability of results and the causes 
therefor, porosity and methods for its 
calculation, and the effects on bricks of 
Finally, the peoperaen at Seat 

inally, the pr i ickwork and 
the Te oe bricks are dealt with. 

° empirical methods are givi 
way to modern laboratory om 
the teaching of this book should appeal to 
many readers. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 
ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT 


Brittsu. Standard Code of Practice. 323, 

“ Private Electric Generating Plant ” pre- 
by a committee convened by the 
nstitution of Electrical i on be- 
half of the Codes of Practice Committee, 
has now been issued and will be revised, 
if necessary, within a period of five years 
after publication. It applies to private 
electric generating plant, of both alternat- 
ing current and Giect current types, hav- 
ing a generating capacity not exceeding 
250 k.w., working up to a maximum volt- 
age of 650 v., a= No ge _ steam 
engines or internal combustion engines as 
prime movers. The code stresses the im- 
portance of full co-operation at all stages 
of the work between the interests con- 
cerned in the selection and provision of 
the type of plant required and its arrange- 
ment, accommodation and installation. 
Recommendations are made about the 
selection of the plant, and the various 
general points to be considered in its lay- 
out and arrangement so as to facilitate 
any subsequent change over to an alter- 
native source of supply. The desirability 
of providing suitable equipment for im- 
proving the power factor in the case of 
alternating current generating plant is 
mentioned, and suggestions are made for 
extending the use of plant in order to 
ensure efficient operating conditions. In- 
formation is given as to the location and 
housing of plant. References to fire risk 
include data on fuel control and fuel 
drainage and to the installation of fuel 
tanks, flame-proof apparatus, fire ex- 
tinguishing equipment and fire alarms. 
Advice is inclu on many points of 
design. The requirements for the inspec- 
tion and testing of installations are It 
with and information on maintenance is 
given. Control panel equipment for re- 
commended systems is listed in an appen- 
dix. Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 24-28, Vic- 
toria-street, S.W.1, price 2s. post free, 
reference C.P. 323 (1948). 








me Ae CR A RE RIN 


Barrisnu Code of Practice 101, “ Founda- 
tions and Substructures for Houses, Flats 
and Schools of not more than Two 

i . This code, 


garding each type follow, and there is a 
— pony to egal pres retaining 
walls and the tanking and waterproofing 
of basements. Finally, some useful 
notes on excavations and fillings are given. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards i 24-28, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, pricé 2s., 
post free. 


DISTRIBUTION OF 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
MATERIAL PRODUCERS’ 


MEMORANDUM 
THe National Council of Building 
Material Producers, 2, Caxton-street, 


London, S.W.1, has issued a memoran- 
dum on the report of the Ministry of 
Works Committee of Inquiry on the Dis- 
tribution of Building Materials and 
Components (The Builder, April 30). 

The memorandum deals with the 
question of agreements and trade asso- 
ciations to which reference was made 
in the Report of the Committee of 
Inquiry, and after a other points 
raised in the report, concl — 

“ We have given a few examples 
of specific criticism of the report from 
the producers’ angle, mainly to illustrate 


a5 


of in which we would 
question the committee’s judgment of the 
issues. 
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LAW REPORTS. 


SUCCESSFUL ACTION AGAINST 
BARNEHURST BUILDER 


Kino’s Bencu Division. 
Berore Mr. Justice HUMPHREYS. 
McGregor v. Hayward. 

Damages amounting to £86 odd and 
costs were awarded by Mr. Justice Hum- 
phreys in the King’s Bench Division 
recently to Mr. James McGregor, of 
Edendale-road, Barnehurst, against Mr. 
Philip Hayward, builder, of Thirlmere- 
road, Barnehurst, for breach of contract 
to repair the plaintiff's house in Holmdale 
Ferr, Barnehurst, which was ravaged by 
fire on January 17, 1944. 

Plaintiff's case was that the defendant 
had agreed to do the work for £500 and 
make the house habitable, but that after 
the work had started and £250 was paid 
by the plaintiff on account, the contract 
was not completed. As a result the esti- 
mated cost of completmg the work would 
be £296. 

Defendant maintained that all. he 
agreed to do was to help to get a licence 
for the work and to do what work he 
could for £500. He had known all along 
that £500 would not be enough, and that 
he would have to be paid the amount 
necessary beyond that sum under a 
further licence. 

His lordship, giving judgment, said he 
was satisfied that the plaintiff, who was a 
cautious Scot, with a very business-like 
wife, would never have contracted to 
pay £500 as a mere jumping-off pay- 
ment, and then some unknown sum later. 
He was satisfied that defendant did not 
agree to repair the house for £500 so as 
to make it habitable. As there was an 
estimated cost of £296 odd to complete 
athe work, plaintiff was entitled to £46, 
plus expenses, to which he had been put 
through not being able to live in his own 
fhouse. 


ACTION AGAINST LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 


CHANCERY DIVISION. 
Berore Mr. Justice ROMER. 

Ransom and Luck, Ltd., and Chessington 
Development, Ltd., v. Surbiton 
Corporation. 

This action arose out of two. pre-war 
agreements for the development for 
building purposes of the Chessington Hall 

Estate. 

The plaintiffs’ claim was for damages 
for breach of two contracts made in May, 
1939, affecting some 70 acres of land. 
Owing to the war the land was not de-, 
veloped. In 1944 the Greater London Plan 
came into being, and its area included 
Surbiton. The permission given to the 
plaintiffs in 1939 was ultimately revoked. 
An inquiry had been held, but the 
decision of the Minister had not yet been 
made known. The Corporation had, in 
January, 1947, refused to approve the 
plans for the erection of a small number, 
of houses under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts. 

In giving judgment his Lordship said, 
in his opinion, he was unable to imply 
any undertaking by the defendant Cor- 
poration from the terms of the agreement 
to support the allegations made by the 
plaintiffs. He said he was unable to 
import into the agreement obligations 
which were not there. 
the Corporation had in no way promised 
not to cancel the permission they had 
given if circumstances arose and if subse- 
quent litigation autherised them to do it. 
He 1 ‘ore dismissed the action with 


He held that’ 
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BARROW HOIST 
FATALITY 
INQUEST ON BRICKLAYER 


A verbict of death by misadventure 
was returned by the jury at the City 
inquest on Stace William Sutton, a 
bricklayer, of Baxendale-street, Bethnal 
Green, who died from the shock of 
multiple injuries after falling from a 
barrow hoist erected in a shaft between 
scaffolding on a site in City-road. 

It was stated that the hoist was for 
the carriage of materials only and that 
the workmen were prohibited by regu- 
lations and by the orders of Mr. Alfred 
Brown, the general foreman of the con- 
tractors concerned, from using it. 

Charles Bessant, foreman bricklayer, 
said the hoist. was of the petrol-driven 
friction type and had a flat wooden plat- 
form about 5 ft. by 3 ft. and ran on rails 
fixed to the scaffolding. -It was operated 
from the fourth floor by means of a 
controlling rope, on which a hard pull 
would bring up the hoist and a light pull 
would send it down. To stop the hoist 
one merely let go the rope. 

Witness said he was bringing four men 
up on the platform. He gave a hard pull 
on the rope. The hoist came up and 
when he released the rope to stop it the 
hoist started to descend because the 
rope had become entangled in the scaf- 
folding. He freed the rope by kicking 
it clear; the hoist stop and two 
men fell off. He knew it was against 
the regulations to ride on the hoist and 
had heard Mr. Brown warning others 
against doing so. 

The Coroner: Is this another instance 
of men taking a quicker method, instead 
of the slower and safer method?—Yes. 
. Other evidence showed that a warning 
notice had been displayed near the hoist, 
but it had disappeared. 

The jury, in giving their verdict, sug- 
gested that permanent notices be displayed 
at all times at the foot of such hoists 
and, if possible, at every landing, pro- 
hibiting their use by passengers. 
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HOUSING OUTPUT 
A STATISTICAL COMPARISON 


A CORRESPONDENT writes: Sir Stafford 
Cripps in his speeches as Chancellor has 
given many figures comparing the present 
outnut of certain industries with pre-war. 
but so far has avoided giving any com- 
parison of building output. In fact, he 
recently declared that no information on 
housing was available. 

Actually, between the years 1908 and 
1914 housebuilding averaged 74,600 
houses a year. During. the First World 
War the building army dropped to 652,000 
insured operatives by July, 1919, and the 
average yearly number of houses built 
from 1918 to 1922 was 56,100. This was 
75 per cent. of the pre-war output. 

The figures of output after the Second 
World War show a much more discon- 
certing drop. The number of houses 
built from 1934 to 1939 averaged 321,700 
a year. Between 1945 and 1948, includ- 
ing all the prefabricated dwellings and 
temporary bungalows, the average has 
decreased to 124,300 a year. This is only 
39 per cent. of the pre-war figure. 

If the comparison is made on the basis 
of pew and permanent housing, the post- 
war annual average is only 78,000. This 
is low in view of the fact that from July, 
1946, onwards there have been over a 
million builders available and careful 
plans were prepared during the war for 
housing programmes. The actual average 
output is only 25 per cent. of the figures 
for the five years 1934-1939. 

A comparison of costs is even more 
striking. In 1920 building costs for the 
parlour house with ‘three bedrooms 
reached £920 and dropped by 1923 to 
£388. To-day, costs have risen to well 
over £1,600 and continue to rise. 


MANUAL OF SOFT 
FURNISHING 


A WELL produced and beautifully 
illustrated “Soft Furnishing Workroom 
Manual,” of more than 500 pages, has 
Messrs. Thomas 
French and Sons, Ltd. Chester-road 
Mills, Hulme, Manchester, 15. It is de- 
signed as a book of reference both for 
novices entering the trade and the more 
experienced practitioner, and covers many 
aspects of soft furnishing, including its 
use in theatres, railway coaches, churches, 
cars, airliners, hotels and passenger ships. 
The methods of measuring, cutting and 
making up of various types of curtains, 
pelmets, valances, loose covers, carpets. 
etc., are fully explained and illustrated. 
Suggestions are made as to the most prac- 
ticat arrangement of the workroom and 
the stockroom, and of a costing system 
for the workroom. . Each section 's 
divided into sub-sections to facilitate 
quick reference, and this is further aided 
by a concise index and a glossary of tech- 
nical terms. The price of the book 1s 


three guineas. 





Montague House Contract. 

Messrs. R. Costain, Ltd., Dolphin- 
square, $.W.1, have been given the con- 
tract, at £1,494,950, for the superstruc- 
ture of the new Government offices at 
Montague House, Whitehall-gardens. 
The architect is Mr. E. Vincent 


S.W.1. 
Harris, R.A, F.R.ILB.A. 19, West 
Eaton-place, $.W.1. The consulting 


engineers are R. Travers Morgan and 


Partners, 5, Victoria-street, S.W.1, and 
Harris and Porter, 3, Robert-street, 


W.C.2, are the quantity surveyors. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


L.M.B.A. Summer Meeting. 

Mr. E. F. M. Durbin, M.P., Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Works, 
is to address the half-yearly meeting of 

” Association 


at ee Hotel, on Wednesday, 
July 21. 


Education for Apprentices. 

in order to encourage education among 
apprentices in the building i é 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has agreed to present, through 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council of the Ministry of Works, a 
scholarship of £200 a year for three years. 


Houses by Apprentices. 

Mr. E. B. Wise, Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor of Christchurch, reports that 
the Douglas-avenue Apprenticeship 
Scheme, under which 14 houses have been 
erected, is now completed. The Appren- 
tice Master was Mr. T. S. Lander, 
M.1.O.B., of Messrs. Lander, Ltd., of 
Tuckton. 

Builders’ Plant Demonstrations. 

With reference to the series of builders’ 
and contractors’ plant demonstrations to 
be given in various parts of the country 
(noticed in last week’s issue), we are in- 
formed by the Ministry of Works that 
the site for the demonstrations to be 
given in Liverpool on July 13 to 15 has 
been changed to Corporation Housing 
Site, Mount-road, Birkenhead. 


Contractors’ Plant from U.S.A. 


The Ministry of Works will shortly 
have for disposal a limited number of 
new excavators purchased from U.S.A. 
by the Government mission. Most of the 
machines so purchased are earmarked for 
open-cast coal operations, and are being 
distributed for this purpose by the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. For other 
operations the Ministry of Works will 
have for sale some plant in the following 
types: Michigan yard crawler and 
wheel-mounted, and a small number of 
Marion } yard and Lima 2 cu. yard. 
Further information can be obtained 
from the Chief Plant Adviser, Ministry of 
Works, Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. , 


Food and the Future. 

The fact that the public are not yet 
fully aware of the gravity of the food 
situation in this country has prompted 
Mr. Brian Leighton to write a_ booklet 
entitled “ The Past, Present and Future of 
Britain’s Food.” In the first section of the 
booklet reference is made to the nation’s 
financial position in relation to acquisition 
of food and raw materials from overseas, 
and future prospects of obtainin i 
food supplies from abroad. ¢ second 
section stresses the need for more definite 
action in certain directions if full use is 
to be made of the dwindling acres of good 
agricultural land. The final section dis- 
cusses the necessity for a closer link be- 
tween rural education and agriculture. In 
a foreword Mr. W. J. Rodda, president of 
the National Union of Teachers, endorses 
the author’s belief that the nation’s future 
welfare depends largely on a revival of 
the economic, social and intellectual fife 
of the countryside. Many copies of the 
booklet have been circulated to interested 
keymen in the country, and a limited 
number are available at 1s. 6d. from Mr. 
Leighton, 53, Farnham-road, Guildford, 
Surrey. A second edition may be avail- 
able later if public demand is great 
enough. 
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students’ union, a gymnasium, labora- 
tories, workshops, and playing fields. 


Maximum pprices for the under- 
mentioned types of paper, and the extra 
charge allowed for sheets in the case of 
mechanical printings, are to be increased 
i price is also 


thick; and the basis on which wall 
merchants’ maximum prices are fixed has 
been revised: Mechanical printings, wall- 
paper, M.G. — pers, caps and 
tissues, pure kraft and sack kraft, cop 
tube paper, pure kraft liner and fluting. 
The new prices and provisions are set out 
in the Paper (Prices) (Amendment No. 2) 
Order, 1948 (S.1L. 1948, No. 983), copies 
of which are obtainable from H.M.S.O., 
Kingsway, W.C.2, price 1d. 

Demolition C 


ontractors. 
At the annual meeting of the National 
Federation of Demolition . Contractors 


held recently in London, Mr. C. S.: 


Willment was re-elected President for his 
eighth year. Mr. A. G. Griffiths was re- 
elected Vice-President. Other members 
of the Council are: W. J. Balderstone, 
(Dismantling and Engineering (Mid- 
lands), Ltd.); H. Bramwell (Bram- 
well and Gateley, Ltd.); J. H. Flack 
(St. Mary’s Demolition and Excavation 
Co., Ltd.); Frederick Hardwick and 
L. R. Reece (Lea Valley Demoli- 
tion and Excavation Co., Ltd.). Regional 

tation: Mr. S. B. Allison (Scot- 
land); Mr. J. Bennett (Midland and 


PATENT 
GLAZING 


AYGEE 


ALUMINIUM ALLOY SYSTEMS 
and LEAD CLOTHED STEEL 


Enquiries Invited 


AYGEE ur. 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 
London, S.E,1. ‘Phone: WATerloo 6311 


BARS ONLY SUPPLIED IF REQUIRED 














Wales); Mr. A. G. Foster 


Deterioration of Roads. 

The Government’s order that routine 
maintenance works to roads are to be cut 
by 30 per cent. will lead to costly conse- 
quences, state the Roads Improvement 
Association in their 6lst annual report. 
The roads, weak from war-time neglect, 


i 


are being paid out Weekly by 
public service transport companies in 
respect of loosened radiators, broken 
springs, broken chassis, wheel and tyre 
repairs, and similar —— to their 
vehicles. When the demand for irs to 
roads can no longer be resisted, cost 
of the work will be many times that of 
continued maintenance. report enti- 
phasises that first attention should be 
given to BB . agesngerne schemes in the 
areas in which. the ple work, live and 
have their social life,-and where 80 per 
cent. of all traffic circulation takes place. 
The _ = providing additional road 
space w construction conditions 
happen to be convenient, and then to 
regiment the public to use it is not sound 
nor economical, adds the report. 
Services to Industry. 

The German Division of the Board of 
Trade maintains an organisation called 
Technica! Information and Documents 
Unit at 40, Cadogan-square, for the pur- 
pose of disseminating results of tech- 
nical investigations undertaken in Ger- 
many and also giving technical advice 
on wartime industrial processes in that 
aan The published CIOS, BIOS 
and FIAT Reports are already well 
known through their sale by H.M. 
Stationery Office and the free distribution 
to libraries and scientific institutions 
throughout the country. It is not, how- 
ever, so widely appreciated that in addi- 
tion to and in support of these reports, 
T.LD.U. maintains a large library of 
original German documents, treatise and 
research reports. These documents (as 
distinct from ) are available for 


made in microfilm, microfilm print or 
photostat form at the cost of reproduc- 
tion. Another aspect of the work of 
T.LD.U. which is sometimes overlooked 
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can Bibliography of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Reports under P.B. numbers. It 1s, 
therefore, advisable to check with 
x 1.D.U. before ordering from America 

document or report bearing a P.B. 
= erence number. 


Municipal Trading in Paint. 

A ‘strong protest against such muni- 
cipal trading was endorsed by the execu- 
tive committee of the King’s Lynn 
Chamber of Trade after a member had 
detailed the Town Council Housing De- 
partment’s new scheme for supplying 
paint to Council house tenants at less 
than retail prices. A copy of a report 
by the Council’s housing manager was 
before the Chamber of Trade executive, 
and the prices mentioned were described 
as “well below the normal prices of re- 
tail goods.” In the opinion of a member 
with experience of the paint trade, such 
undercutting of retail trade could not be 
done, with the handling involved, except 
at a loss; the prices were a little above 
wholesale. “ s the possibility arise 
of the Corporation being out of ket? ” 
it was asked, and the view of those ‘with 
a knowledge of the trade was that it 
did, thus “ opening up the danger of sub- 
sidising the Council house tenants at the 
expense of the general ratepayer.” 


HOUSE REPAIRS 
LICENCE LIMIT 


MINISTER OF WORKS’ HINT 


Mr. Key, Minister of Works, speaking 
at the annual dinner of the Federation of 
Painting Contractors in London on 
May 24, said that he was hoping soon to 
make a statement on the permitted limit 
for decorations and repairs without a 
licence. 

“ My colleagues and I are fully aware 
of the feeling that the limit should be 
raised above the present £10, and the 
problem is engaging our attention,” he 
said. “ I am hopeful within a short period 
of making a statement which will bring 
some happiness and profit to your organi- 
sation.” His department would do every- 
thing to make the controls over building 
and building materials as little burden- 
some as possible, and instructions from 
the Ministry to local authorities tried to 
ensure that there would be no unemploy- 
ment arising in the building industry 

The Minister said that this country 
could now begin in a small way to pay 
for some essential imports by exporting 
building materials. “We have concen- 
trated owr resources on finishing work 
already under construction, and recent 
housing returns have proved the success 
of our policy.” 


“ Surfeit of Building Forms.” - 

Lord Woolton, Chairman of the Con- 
servative Party, gave a warning that 
building initiative and development would 
die of a “surfeit of forms” unless the 
regulations weré modified 
when he addressed members of the Asso- 
ciation of Lon Property Owners on 
May 24. .While looked forward to a 
time when the supply of houses would 
meet reasonable demand and rent restric- 
tion would become unnecessary, Lord 
Woolton emphasised that until that time 
arrived jt was in the public interest that 
rent controls should remain. In the 
meantime he believed that they should be 
adjusted to enable the owner to keep his 
assets in good repair and serve his tenant 
properly. This could not be done by 
penalising him so that he could only do 
these things at the cost of bankruptcy to 
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TRADE NEWS 


Report on Zinc Development. 

The Zinc Development Association, 
Lincoln House, Turl-street, Oxford, h 
recently published its annual report, which 
tells something of the part t zinc is 
playing in the work of national recovery. 
Recent trends and developments in the 
various uses of zinc are described in the 
earlier pages of the report. Statistical 
tables on the production of zinc within 
the Empire, shipments to the U.K., and 
home consumption, are also given. 


M.A.F. Farm Buildings. 

Messrs. R. Passmore and Co., Ltd., of 
Lime Kiln Wharf, London, E.14, inform 
us that they are closely collaborating with 
the Hastings Agricultural Committee in 
demonstrating the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Farm Buildings at the 
Hastings Agricultural Show on June 16 
and 17. The firm are main stockists of 
these buildings (illustrated and described 
in The Builder, February 20) for Kent 
and East Sussex. 


Cable-Operated Tilt Bulldozer. 

Blaw Knox, Ltd., Clifton House, 
Euston-road, N.W.1, have produced a 
new cable-operated tilt bulldozer for 
mounting on the Allis-Chalmers HD14 
tractor. They claim the following advan- 
tages for this design: Ease of control is 
coupled with a good field of vision; the 





blade mounts close to the radiator, elimi- 
nating unnecessary overhang; three blade 
positions allow adjustment of angle of 
penetration; the curve and height of the 
blade are designed to give good rolling 
action and to prevent spilling, and the 
cutting edge is renewable and easily and 
quickly changed. 





VITROLITE 
Wall Lining for 


HOSPITALS - CANTEENS 
KITCHENS - HOTELS 


BATHROOMS - LAVATORIES 
ETC., ETC. 


Supplied only or fixed 
by ciieind staff. 


D. W. PRICE & SON, LTD 


12/14, The Pa “ Kingsbury Lane 
London, N.W.9 {tet : Colindale 6371-2) 


PECKHAM, SEIS. & TAUNTON 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
‘NEW BUILDINGS 


Bishopbriggs.—New church halls at Spring 
field-rd., for which the architect is J. Ruthven. 
7, _Dougias- dr., Garrowhiill. 

—Additions and alterations and 
ie ... at Knightswood-ter., for which the arciii- 
tect is George Stewart, Bowshill, Blantyre. 

Bothwell.— Additions, ‘ete., to Catholic schoo!, 
for which the architect is W. Watt, Albert-rd.. 
Motherwell. 

Cadder.—Housing scheme proposed;>for which 
Beckford-st ‘ 


on.— Reconstruction of mansion, alter: 

tions nose additions, into flats, for which the 
architects are Copland & Blackie, 76, High-st.. 
Falkirk. 
_ Edinburgh.—Cinema, shops and offices on ad- 
jacent site, for A. Fairley & Son, Ltd, 85, 
Leith-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions at head 
office, Clydesdale Bank, 41, Vincent-st), for 
which the architects are Keppie & Hegderson. 


the architect is Samuel MacColl, 
Hamilton. 


West Regent-st., Glasgow.—Alterations and ad 
ditions, for J. & R. Belle, Ltd., Kent, for which 
the architects are Leckie Partners, 30, 


Buchanan-st., Glasgow.—New office buildings. 
for Hodge & Sons, for which the architect is 
A. Hislop, 124, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 
Alterations and additions at 81 to 109, Rotten- 
‘row, for the Old Men’s and Women’s Home, for 
which the architects are Burnet & Boston, 18. 
Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Weaving mill at Shottskirk-rd.. 
Shotts, for F. Samner & Co., Ltd., Wren Nest 
Mills, Glossop, Derbys. Gavin Paterson & Son, 
architects, 6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

rbert.—Public school to be reconstructed at 
bpd ry from plans by. Stirlingshire County 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Adverlisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number 
The dates at the heads of img B are those 
for the submission of te ger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 1, 
*Chester T.C.—Conversion of huts into habi'- 
able accommodation and provision of sanitary 
pocemmedaston at Filkins-la., Camp. City E 


JUNE 4. 
id@ge.—X-ray and out- sotienta’ dept 
Grayson & 
Bath. 


*Kingsbri 
South Hams Cottage Hospital. 
Goldsmith (F/A), 7, Bridge-st., 


JUNE 7. 

_Ammanford U.D.C.—20 houses at Myddynfyc 
site. ©., 48, College-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 

Beckenham T.C. — Repairs to houses at 
Elmere estate (Contract No. 7). B.E. & *% 
a. £2. 
eckenham T.C.—4 bungalows for the age’ d 
at “Ghnrehnelds rd. and Seward-rd. B.E. & 


£2. 

Blackwell R.D.C.—32 houses at Rowthorn-la 
Glapwell, Derbys. Architect and Housing 
Superintendent, 100, oT aga rd., Sout! 
Mansfield, Notts. Dep. £2 2s 

Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Two blocks of 4 shop- 
wih 3 flats above at Shrublands estate, Gorle- 

ton, and 1 block of 3 shops with 2 flats above 
at North Denes estate. B. 15, Regent-st. 

*Isle of Ely C.C.—Chemical laboratory an 
classroom at March Grammar School. R. D 
Robson (A.). County A., March. Dep. £2 2s 

Matiock U.D.C.—40 — in a at Darie) 
Dale site. E. & 8. . £3 3 

Rhondda U.D.C the 16 hodess at Pon: 
Rhondda; (2) 4 houses at Pare. Peny- 
graig. EK & 8. Dep. £2 2s 

Towyn U.D.C.—12 houses at ‘Aberdovey. Nict 
Nicol and Thomas, chartered architects, Wh'' 
—. oe 382. 7s st., Birmingham 2. Dep. £5 

T.C.—100 houses, in two section- 
“s Geure Park site. H. A. Clark (L.). 
wae ~ 


Grosvenor-rd. 


NE 9. 

a.0.6.-3, rs whl houses at 3 sites 

8., Council Offices, Penkridg ord. Dep 

Norfolk E.C.—Additional classrooms at Herth 
Walsham Modern ary School. F. 

Limmer (F.). Education Architect, * thea 

eaten , Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep 
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Stafford T.C.—16 houses and 6 apg pote at 
Rising Brook estate. B.EB; & Moant-st. 


Dep. £2 28 
JUNE 1. 
Leeds T.©.—70 houses at Mount estate, Moor- 
town; 30 houses at Iveson House estate, Cook- 
ridge. City A. Dep. £2 2s 


Neweastie-on-Tyne T.C.—23 houses at Long- 
poate estate (Section “€,” Unit No. 3). 
City 

t*West Sussex y Mental Hospital.—s 
pairs of houses for a at Graylingwell 


et (Job. No. 
steele (F.), F.R.LC.S., County A., County Hall, 


Chichester. 
JUNE 11. 

t*East Sussex ©.C.—Erection .of Heathfield 
County Secondary School, A. Verger (F.), 
County A., County Hall, Lewes. 

JUNE 12. 
T.C.—76 houses, including out- 
buildings, paths, fencing and drainage, at 
Love-la., Corner site. .E., Council Honse. 
Dep. £2 28. 

t*Deptford 8.C.—Traditional type flats in 
blocks. H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman, 
are ws 8 3, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 
Dep 

Eccles T.C.—(a) 28 houses at Peel Green-rd. ; 
(b) 16 houses at Swanage-rd., Gee-la. B.E. &S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Havant and Waterloe U.D.C.—26 houses rt 
Site No. 2, Hayling Island. E. & S., Council 
Offices, Park-rd. North, eer’ Dep. £2 2s. 

Mitford and Launditch R.D.C.—2 bungalows 
and 2 pairs of houses at 2 sites. H. Marsh. 
architect, 4a, Market-pl., East Dereham. Dep. 
£2 28 

Ware R.D.C.—Conversion of 21 Nissen huts 
for housing at site No. 7. Ex-R.A.F. Station, 
Hunsdon. 8., 97, New-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 14, 
*Canterbury T.C.—22 houses at Spring-la. site. 


City A. Dep. we Sy 

*Cant T.C.—4 temporary workshop 
blocks at Technical College, Barton Court. 
(ity A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hereford T.C.—20 houses and 40 maisonettes 
at Holmer-st. estate. T.C. . £2 2s. 

Hertford T.C.—12 houses wi " drains, paving 
and boundary fences at ge Bh Cockbush Field 
site, T.C., The Castle. Dep. 2 

t* Heston and Isleworth Te 18 flats at 
Hounslow West estate. B.E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by July 6. 

h Shields T.C.—Houses and 


Hospital, 


Clee’ 


shops as 


follows: (a) 8 two-storey; (b) 40 two-storey ; 
(c) 12 t¥o-storey and 24 single store in, S 
> with flats above. Reid, Bk. 

3 


t*West Sussex €.C.—Demolition of 7 shelters 
and erection of canteen kitchen and dining-room 


at Central C.E. Boys’ School, New Park- 
rd., Chichester. F. R. Steele (F.), County A.. 
Chichester. 

UNE 15. 


Ches C.C. Kitchen and dining-room at Sale 
Cecil-ave. Modern Secondary Schools. E. M. 
Parkes, County A., Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ches C.C.—Additional classrooms at Alsager 
County Primary School. E. M. Parkes, County 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 

id R.D.C.—8 cottages, Essendon, and 6 
cottages, Litthe Heath. J. H. gy (A.), 82, 
Gt. North-rd., Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 16. 
Wycombe R.D.C.—30 houses and incidental 


works at Princes Risberongh and Downley. 
J. M. Smith (F.), 28, High-st., High Wycombe, 
Bucks. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 17. 
Macclesfield R.D.C.—30 houses at 4 sites. 


¥. Walters, 19, Moody-st., Congleton. Dep. 
Sevenoaks R.D.C.— 48 houses at Kye-la.. 
Otford. E, & 8., “Inglewood,” Oak Hill-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 18 
“Dunstable T.€.—32 old "people's dwellings 
ml one warden’s flat at Beecroft estate. R. 
Hole, B.S. Dep. 2s. 
**Glos 6.C.—New maternity unit at Stroud. 
Connty A., Shire — ap sagus0R Dep. £2 2s. 
NE 

_ “Barnes ¥.C.—16 = at Mullins Path, Mort- 
ike. BE. & 8. Dep. £2. 


JUNE 21. 
* Brighouse Lier a 4 houses in two groups. 
BE. & S Dep. £2 2s 
“Huntingdon E.C.—Classroom hut, cycle shed 
nd conversion of existing cycle shed into store 
Fletton Secondary School, Fletton. T. H. 
Longstaff, County bn a or Walden House. 


Littlehampton U 0.0.30 dwellings in 2 con- 
- ag 8., Coen Offices, Manor House. 


JUNE 2%. 
. Derby C.B.—Alterations and, adaptation of 
~ A.P. Hangars (second sections), Omnibus 
report. London- rd., Alvaston. Thos. & a 
(P.), Boro’ A., — ve Dep. £2 


Gosport T.c 4-ab beet t Bridgemary d 
Woodcot estates. T.C. Dep. n = 





+ 
THE BUILDER 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MA ETC. 


SUNE 6. 
+*Essex C.C.—External paints and renova- 
tions at Par 9 rmore he cen ow Chariecote 
Primary Dagenham. H. Conolly (F.), 
Gouna” Png 
_t*Eseex_ C.C.—Internal and external decora- 
tions at Stratford Court House, E.15 (est. cost 
£2,000). H. Conolly (F.), County A. 
JUNE 7, 
pe wow Works.—Paint- 
ouring a pering of various premises 
at Lake Vyrnwy. Water E. 55, Dale-st., Liver- 


JUNE 16. 
oorggys 8 E.C.—Painting and decorating of 
5 irector of Education, Council House. 
West Ridi } oe of 14 bridges. 
> 8S. & E., County Hall, Wakefield. p. 


NE 2 
*Finchiey 8.C. hy. and internal decora- 
tions at Christ’s College, — and 
County Schools. B.E. & 8. Dep. 2 


ROADS, SEWERAGE ante 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 7. 
Brentwood T.C.—Resurfacing of roads. — E. 


&8 
Fareham U.D.C. — Roads, 
bie rapes Cope, Barnes-la. E. & § 


2 28. 
*Hatfeld R.D.C.—Roads sewers, Birch- 
wood-av. J. i. Se wg (A. 82, Gt. North-rd., 
Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s 
© U.0.C.— Roads and sewers at 
Evelyns estate, contract No. 106. E. & S8., 263, 
High-st. Dep. £2 bel 


sewers, etc., at 
. Dep. 


Beverley +4 cos SS sewers at Swine- 

moor wake E. at 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Kingston-upon- Th T.C.— Roads and 

sewers at Secdeihare. ave. site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 10. 

Benfleet U.D.C.—Surface water sewer from 
Church-rd. to Rushbottom-lq., Thundersiey. E. 
& 8., Council Offices, Thundersley. Dep. £2 2s. 

Eton R.D.C.— New road and sewage disposal 
works at Datchet site. C., Council Offices, 
Windsor-rd., Slough. Dep. £3 3s. 

Harrow U. -.b~Colvertinn of Wealdstone 
Brook. E. & 8. aa rg 

NE 1 
ay vu. 0.0.—Roads Be sewers. E. & 8. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JUN 
-le-Frith R&R. D0. Roads and sewers 

at Belgrade-ave., Chinley. Brady & Parting- 
ton, Market-st., Chapel-en-le-Frith. Dep. £2. 

Cuckfield U.0.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., i, 
Box’s Nursery, Lindfield. Denman & Son, 27, 
Queen’ oe righton 1. Dep. £1 1s. 

Esher’ U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Grange 
estate, Beauchamp-rd., West Molesey. E. & 8., 
Council Offices. Dep. 21 1s. 





WOOD _ | 
BLOCK 
FLOORING 


is now 


AVAILABLE 


VIGERS BROS. 


4fis, HOLBORN, EC! 
HOL 2718 
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of sewage 


Hereford T.C. — Keconst 
works. City E. & 8. 


at Gian Green, Vataiomery C. 2. eo 


and Launditeh R.D.C.— Roads = 
ones. * Matresball H. Marsh. architect, 
Dep. £2 2s. 
Morpeth 0.0. loads and sewers at _ 
ool on By J. Coates, E. & 8., 
Renal U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Wood- 
house estate. E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


2a. 
footpaths at 
E. & S., 49, Church-st. Dep. 


Dariaston 
Cock Heath site. 
Warren-rd., Wilming- 


2s. 
Kent C.C.—Making- 
ton. County 8. Dep. 


Warminster U.D.C. Pomme gy disposal wun “te 
Henford’s Marsh. Lemon & Blizard, Castie-la. 
Southampton. Bi £5 5s. 


UNE 15. 
Wolverhampton oe. New foul sewer from 
Greenfreld-la. to Westcroft, Cannock-rd. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. poets 


6. 
Doncaster ©.8.—Main sewerage and surface 
water ao —_— at Wheatley Low Wood. 
(Intake.) T Seeds 


Sevenoaks R Dc Roads. ‘and sewers at Rye- 
fa., Otford. BE. & S.. * Inglewood,” Oak Hill- 
rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

R.D. Mia ay and sewers 7 Bel: 
finch-la., Chevening. E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 18. 

Deudraeth R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works at Trawsfynydd. Richards & Dum- 
pieton, Cornwall-bidgs., 45, Newhall-st., Bir- 
mingham 3. » 25. Se. 

Kendal 


Haligarth estate. B.E. & 8 
JUN 


Aireborough U.D D.C.—Roads and. Ss at 
Haw-la., site No. 2, Yeadon. E. & 8., Mickle- 
field House, Rawdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

North Devon Water Board.—Laying and joint- 
ing of approx. 640 lin. yds. ot 15 in. dia., 
19,820 yds. of 12 in. dia., and 23,550 yds. of 10 in. 
dia. spun-iron pipes, and 8,205 lin. yds. of 12 m. 
dia. and 11,895 yds. of 10 in. dia. bitumen-lined 
steel pipes, etc. Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 

Staffs C.C.—Making-u Park-rd., Chase-terr. 
C., County Buildings. » £1 1s. 


JUNE 23. 
Eali TC. ne -up private streets. 
B.E. p. £2 23 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Cheshunt.—Hovsixe.—Totienham B.C. propose 


177 houses. 

—Extenstons.—To warehouse and 
erection of offices, for Book Centre, Ltd., North 
Circular-rd., N.W.2. Ley, Col ey fe & Partners, 
architects, ‘Palmerstone House, E.C.2. 

—Fvats.—3-storey block of flats at 
61-67, Walier-rd., for Haberdashers’ Co., 
Vintners-pl., Upper Thames-st., E.C.1. Terence 
C. Page, architect, 1, Pitfield-st., Shoreditch, N.L 
—Hovsine.—B.C. appointed Mi 
McMorran (F.), to prepare sketch lay- 
a oR etc., for housing scheme. 
HMarlesden.—Resuipinec.—Of 2, Dember-rd. 
and 11, Baker-rd. E. W. Wheeler, 16, Grenville- 
st., W.C.L, archi 
Hornchurch. — ADAPTATIONS. —Essex €C. to 
adapt huts at St. George’s Hospital for educa- 
tion purposes at £22; 
iifterd.—Hovses.—B.C. considering 92 gs 
a. erection as follows: 62 at Chenton-ave., id 
Ideal Homesteads, Ltd., Kailway Approach, si 
eup; 16 at Wanstead Park-rd by Flore 
Sons (Builders), Litd., 70, Baitoer. rd., Any 
14 at Chalgrove-cres., by Daniel T. Jackson, 
Ltd., Westbury-rd., Barking, Essex. 
iferd. — Resvi.pixe. — 96-98, Empress-ave. 
Gale, Heath and Sneath, architects, 15, New 


. approved sketch 
lans for new Strafford-ave. Junior and Infants’ 
hool at £56,635. 

Muswell Hill.—Hovsixe. —51 houses to be built 
in Springfield-ave. for B.C. 

St. Marylebone.—Hovsixe.—B.C. to acquire 
car park in St. John’s Wood-rd. for housing 
purposes. 

St. Panoras.—Fiats.—B.C. to build flate in 
er gy enn 

—Hovstxe.—B. C. recommended to 
anpoint Ww t and Bradford, 25. Victoria-st., 
surveyors, for St. Pancras Way 

(No. a housing 


Bush. Besos. —Block | ee 
and omens | at 1, Queen Caroline-st., 
Ward and Partne riners, architects, WS "Gee 
George’s-dr., 8. 
lg —Boro’ A. preparing 


T.C.—Street_ and , eeainae weens at , 
. Dep. £2 2s 
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detailed plans for permanent community centre 
at Felton-st. estate. 
—Hovsixe.—B.C. appointed 
Howes and Jackman, Verelam- bldgs., Gray's 
Jon, W.C.. as architects for deve pment of 
Londesborough-rd. site. 
Tottenham.—Gasworxs.—Construction of gas 
works at Hitchin, Herts, and new plant, eto., at 
Gas. Co Wood -la., N.17, for Tottenham and District 
oodall “House, Lordship-la., Wood 


a houses at 154-156, 
The Ave., E.17. P. G. Lees, architect, 3, Cherry- 
down-ave., E.4. 

w . — Resvimpinc. — Of part of 
premises at 97, Lea Bridge-rd., E.17, for D. 
Smith and Sens, Ltd. Victor Wilkins, architect, 
12, York-bldgs., Adelphi, W.C.2 

w .—Hovses.—M.o.H. "granted per- 
mission for further 40 houses to be built by 
Ideal Homesteads, Lid., and 3 at Sudbury 
Parm by direct labour. 

Witlesden. — Conversion. — Of 16, Victoria- 
villas into 4 flats for J. Freiwald, 48, Clifton- 
gdns., N.W.11. 

Witiesden.— Resvi.pinc.—129-133, Hanover-rd., 
N.W. A. Underhill, architect, 54, Whitmore- 


gdns., N.W.10. 

(PROVINCIAL) 
.—New Secondary school, for Cardi- 
Rhys Jones, C.A., 


Aberayron 
ganshire E.C., at £86,000. 
County Offices. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. approved dining- 
room and kitchen at Hurst Undenominational 
schools, for Managers. 

Bangor (North Wales).—Board of Governors 
of University College of North Wales propose 
extensions at chemistry block at college. Sir 
P. Thomas, P-P.R.LB.A., 10, Catlredral-rd., 
Cardiff. 

Bedtord.—R.D.C. to acquire 13 sites for erec- 
tion of 108 houses. 

8 .—Diocesan Board propose 35 schools 
and reorganisation of existing schools, at 
2£2,000,000. 

Brackley.— Northants C.C. propose alterations 
and furnishing of Brackley House for conver- 
sion into home for 25 aged people, at £10,000. 

Bristel.—Six shops and flats above at Ashton- 
vale site, for Bristol Co-operative Soc., Lid., 
Castle-green, Bristol. E. W. Bracey, company’s 
architect. 

Cannock.—U.D.C. propose 102 
houses on Old Fallow site. 

rith.—Licensing justices ap- 

Tov structural alterations to Yorkshire 

ridge Inn, Bamford, for Derwent Valley Water 
Board, Chesterfield 

Chatham.—Alterations to Gordon-chbrs., The 
Brook, as Forces’ hostel. Kenneth Lindy, 
Joseph _ & Partners, architects, 24, St. Mary 


Axe, ; 

Clay Cross.—Derbys C.C. fo \ pant Clay Cross 
Hall her home for aged peop! 

Coventry.—T.C. propose fats at Allesley; 

dining-ro0 room and kitchen at Edgwick Council 

R.C. Authorities propose Catholic 

— at hoe House-la., Ba!sall Common. 

artlington.— to obtain tenders for erection 

of 75 houses. E. Tornbohm, Boro. A., Central- 

gs. 


additional 


Durham.—Sites being considered at Fishburn 

me T.C. for County Infante’ and Modern schools. 

—Distribution garage for Adams & 

Gibbon. Lid., St. Thomas-st., Newcastle-on- 

Tyne. Cordingley & McIntyre, architects, The 
College, Durham. 

East Horsiey.— Reinstatement after damage by 
fire of Thatc a restaurant, for Mrs. M. Skid- 
more. Gilbe Hobson, architects, Lioyds- 
chbrs., Paranan. Surrey. 

F Hill.—N_C.B., Manpower and Welfare 
Branch, Hobart House, Grosvenor-st., 8.W.1, 
propose pithead baths at Bowburn and Turs- 
dale collieries. CC, G. Kemp (F.), 19, Great 
Portiand-st., W.1. 

Fotkestone.—Kent C.C. to erect County Modern 
school for Girls at Park Farm. 

Frodsham.—Cheshire C.C. propose welfare 
centre in High-st. 


keg ra . Society to build large 
bakery on Ass Lobley Hill, Gateshead. 
Architects, P. L. trewne. Son & Harding, Pearl- 


bidgs.. Northumberland-st., Newcastle. 
reat Eccleston.—Lancashire Tuberculosis 
ces 57 rooms for staff at Elswick sana- 
torium Noel Hill (F.), C.A., County Offices, 
Fishergate-hill, Preston. 
Great Harwood.—U.D.C. propose houses ar 
Greenhill site. 
| sag taal propose 30 flats on Kent-rd. 
site. 
Respul--Wertmaoriant C.C. propose Grammar 
sc 
Leeds—E.C. propose fire station on junction 
of Leigh. 1G. pro -td. and Cockshoot-la 
ce gr Ang houses on a st. 


for County Ofhces extension, at 


Maidstene.—Fruit and etable store bog Lon- 
don-rd.. for J. Edmonds & s, Lid., Allington 
Fann, Maidstone Ken 

Maseheeter— o. ed :—Research labora- 
tories, rear of Walton —~ Wilmsiow-rd. ana 
Kinnaird-rd., Withington of Gover- 
ters of Christie eapital’ "ant Holt Radium 


THE BUILDER 


Institute. Ce +n to polish works, Clare- 
mont-rd., Rusholme, BE. Day & Son, Lid. (T. A. 
Fitton & Son (4.). 7, Chapel- -walks) ; extensions 
to maternity home ‘and new nurses’ home at 
Beech Mount, off Rochdale-rd., Harpurhey, 
Trustees of the North Manchester Maternity 
Home, J. E. Kewell (F.), 7, Market-st., Altrin- 
cham. 

Mw — T.C. approved: — Additions, 

vaker-st., Mansfield, for Sutton and District 

‘o-operative Society, Lia. ; alterations to Palace 
Theatre, Leeming-st. Sherwood Palace, Ltd. ; 
additions to bakery, Broomhill-st., for Clarke & 
Co. ; offices, workshop, garages, Sheepbridge-la., 
for H. Ashiey. 

Maryport.—Cumberland C.C. propose Primary 
school. J. H. Haughan (F.), C.A., County 
Offices, 4, Alfred-st. North, Carlisle. 

Middiesex.—30 houses and 12 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Hounslow West site, section A, 
for Heston and Isleworth B.C. O. P. F. Hilton, 
B.E., Council House, Treaty-rd., Hounslow, 
Middlesex. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. M. Lawson, Barras- 
bidgs., Barras Bridge, prepared plans for sant- 
tary accommodation at Barrack-rd: and Straw- 
berry -pl, for Neweastle United A.F.C. 
Alterations proposed to shop premises in Grain- 
er-st., for John Moses & Co., Lid. (architects, 

arshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, Biackett- 
st.).—S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-r row, pre- 
pared plans for bakery alterations in Scotswood- 
rd., for G. Eckert.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Lid., 
Shields-rd., to erect offices and have prepared 
plans.—Alterations iapoas - sesoneas: for 
G. &. Lesthartand’ D (architects, L. J. 
Couves & Partners candi House). 

Northampton odernisation of County Medi- 
cal Hospital, Berrywood, J. M. Sheppard & 
Pastanrs. architects, 38, Bedford-sq., W.©.1. 
Phillips, Son & Norfolk, cons. engineers, Arskus 
House. Annesley-gr., Nottingham. 

N umberiand.—Primary and County school 
at South Broomhill. It is intended to remodel 
Embleton C.E. school. Plans by C.A. (W. W 
Tasker), mine ¢ Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

idham.— a pat new central public 
baths.—T.C. ye ee: washhouse and 
boiler-house; Bank Farm, Oak-rd., for J. White ; 
recreation hall, Moorside Methodist Church, for 
Trustees; additions to mill, Medlock-st., Dur- 
ham Mill Co., Ltd.; reconstruction of bakery, 
416, Hollins-rd., for A. Whittaker. 

Oxfordshire.—C.C. to purchase Adderbury 
House, Adderbury, for use as home for aged 
persons. Oost of adaptations, £7,500. 
Plymouth.— Reconstruction of factory at Octa- 
gen- a. for James & Rosewell (Plymouth), Ltd. 
G. #. Ivory & Partners, architects, 24, 
Atherreum-st. 

Rishton.—Vicar and parochial council propose 
new school. 

Rochdale.—T.C. approved :—Welfare room and 
day nursery at works, Norman-rd., for A. 
Brierley & Sons (1904), Ltd.; alterations to 
works, Elbows-la., for James Taylor (Roch- 
dale), Ltd.; additions, Oldham-rd.. for James 
Duckworth, Ltd.; police houses, office, garage 
and cell, Oldham-rd., Balderstone, for Watch 
Cttee—E.C. propose bidgs. for education in 
Holland-st. 

Salford.—T.C. approved :—Alterations to fac- 
tory, Union-st., for J. H. Moorhonse & Co. 
{Woolvo), Ltd.—T.C. propose health clinic on 


Regent-rd. 

Shefheid.—E .C. propose dining-room and 
kitchen on Swaysbourne-rd., for St. Patrick’s 
; schools.—-Ministry of Fuel and Power 
Safety of Mines Research and Testing 
ranch) propose adaptation of Greenhill] Hah 
for office and laboratory. 


SAMUEL 
GRATRIX 


LIMITED 


For all BUILDERS’, PLUMBERS’ 
and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 


LONDON : 
139/49, Fonthill Rd., Finsbury Pk., London, N.4 
ARChway 4431 (3 lines) 
LASGOW : 








45, Cranston Street, C.3 Central 4964-7 
LEEDS, Gratrix (Leeds) Ltd. : 
34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds, 10 Leeds 24554 
MANCHESTER (Head Office): 
Quay St., Manchester, 3 21.4 sé: 
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—U.D.C. propose additions for reme- 
dial bat 8 at Manor-la. baths.—T.C. approved :- 
Reconditioning premises, Underbank, and 12 
Mealhouse-brow, for Harrison Bros., Ltd. ; can 
teen and club room at works, Green-la., for 
Bennett's Iron — Co., Lid.—E.C. propose 
nursery school, Reddish, and primar 
school, Ke ccw sete estate, Reddish. 

Stretford.—T.C. approved bank, Third-av., 
Trafford Park, Manehester and Salford F ae 
ae Bank, Booth-st., Manchester 2. 

.—Rebuilding of ice cream depot, for 
= “Wal Wall £ Sons, Lid., Millbrook-rd., Southamp- 
ton. Watson & Scoles, architects, 
nctrie chies” ” Union-st. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. propoge 16 flats in 2 blocks 
on Woodsend estate, Flixton 

Watford.—Extensions to factory premises at 
Tolpits, Watford, for Universal Asbestos Manu- 
Lesage ty Co., Ltd., Chansitor House, Cursitor- 

, B.C. Plans by company’s drawing office 
Weltinghorough.— R.D received perinission 
of M.H. for 32 additional houses on approved 


sites. 

West Hartiepool.—T.C. received M.H. sanction 
to build 156 houses at Seaton-la. and Rift House 
estates. imtaneeh Riek mare, ‘ ee 

West .—Kitchen ah ining-rooms, 
for E.C., at Redworth-st., Newburn school. 
Market-yard and Percy-st. 

Woréester.—10 houses at Powick, 6 at Severn 
Stoke and 4 at Gualford, for Severn B.D.C. 
Pemberton & Bateman, architects, 21, Vine-st., 
Evesham, Worcester. 

York.—T.C. propose workshops and offices for 
electricity dept. at Pound Garth and electricity 
snb-stations at ary 9g West at £16,170 and 
at Eaton-view at £4,400 

Yorks.—Pithead baths at Askern Colliery, for 
Miners’ Welfare Commission. C. G. Kemp (F.) 
3-7, Old Queen-st., 1. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally e@eccepted. 

; Denotes recommended , sr acceptance. 

‘ Denotes accepted subject toa modification. 


Denotes accepted by H.M overnment 

departments. 
Ashington.—Northumberland C.C. to erect 
school. Plans by W. Tasker, County A.. 


wer Hall, Newcastle. 

Bath.—42 houses at Twerton estate for 7.C. 
ea: Bros. (24); *Taylor Davey & Brice (12); 
*C. V. Harding (6). (Total cost, £45,656.) 

peniian ott ouses at Rigbourne-hill estate, 
for U.D.C.: *Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., Kenton. 
Harrow, £19,000. 

Bedferd.—Houses at The Mile-rd. site, for 
T.C.: *F. J. Berrington, 4, Kennedy-rd., Bedford 
(10); *Warton & Goodsh ip, 8, Union- st, Bedford 
(14); *Haywin, Ltd., Oa iey, Beds (14); *Bes 
builf, Ltd’, Harpur- st. Bedford (14). (A}l sub- 
ject to M.H. app proval. ) 

Bedlington.—Pithead baths at West Sleekburn 
colliery, for N.C.B. Manpower and Welfare 
Branch. Hobart House, osvenor-st., S.W.1. 

G. Kemp (F.), 19, Great Portland- st., W.1 
*G, Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, Co 
Durham. 

Bideford.—6, 8 or 10 Airey honses at Hartland 
Town, including access road, sewerage, water 
main extension, etc, for R.D.C. 1. C 7. 
A.LAS., AMISE:, architect and 8, 1) 
: *Devon Contractors, Ltd, Haven-rd.. 


 Sinevion “2 houses at Tye fone, -td., for 
U.D.L. Mayhew, 8.: H. Walden, 
The Forge, ‘ soath reen, Billericay. Essex. 

Bingley.—12 houses and 4 flats at Culling- 
btvye for U.D.C. +tW. N. Welsh, Birkenshaw. 

16,049, 

Birkenhead.—Dining-room and kitchen at 
Gautby-rd. council school, for E.C. B. Robin 
son, B.E., Town Hall: “Norwest Construction 
Co., Ltd., Ruthven-rd., Litherland, Liverpool. 

Birmingham —Erection of 116 houses, for 
ZC. J. Manzoni, City Engineer and Sur 
veyor, The Council House, Birmingham. Teo- 
ders accepted; 22, *Bryant & Son, Ltd. ¢ 
Whitmore-rd.; 44, as eorris & Jancombe, Lt 
71, Hobmoor-rd. *A. Langley, Lid., Mano: 
Farm-rd. “4, *b. +. Howell, 87, Watford- rd. 

*George Stubbings, Ltd., Streetly-st. All « 
| on ig 

Bradford and Meiksham.—Layi of spun 
iron water mains from cieervele't o Hawthorn. 
Corsham, to link with the preset mains at 
South Wraxall and Atworth, for R.D.C. Engi 
neer, R. P. Pearce, Abbey House, Bradford-on- 
Avon, Wilts: 


Ruddock & Meighan, Wealdstone... £50,508 
Blackford & Son (Calne), Ltd. 41,242 
memonee ic Construction Co., Chippen- cae 
zp =. Burgess, Ltd., London 39,048 


a4 Joiner & Sons,’ Ltd., Littledean, an 
Durnford Construction Co., Ltd. “Bristol 35,975 


oe Grange & wa Ltd., ‘Dursley. ines 

a tent id pages: SS ae 
n EY sae . 

H. J. Walker & Sons, Bristol . 27,2609 


The Counties Plant Co., Ltd., 1 1, South 
Parade, Ss B48 
Boston.-8 houses at Church Green-rd., Fish- 
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toft, ae tA. Wright, Clasketgate, Lia- ag ano, Airdrie Academy. tempo- 
coln, £1 rary classrooms & Lid. occupational services Food Offices, 

8 + ao at colliery, for the Vicarfield-st. Glasgow, 8 1. Lanes: Ciitiveres Bates & Lid., The Old Brick works, Church- 
N.C.B.: *F. W. Goodyear, 6, Clay-path, Dur- —- oT kitchen, ase-rd. Bagrowin rd., Harold ore: Romford. Hampshire: 
ham. : ussell Brothers, ouse- Barrow-in- Branch 

gy ae houses - and site Furness. Leics.: Min. Fisherine Frank J. Priveté, i vett House, Fo. 
works urch-st., Hagley, f or RDS. H. E. Hostel, Sutton Cheney. hut aiapeuioue ete., d., Portsmouth. Western Hote, teak. 
Folkes (F.) (Kolkes & Foikes), 34, Hagley-rd.. Bradshaw Bros. (Contrs.), =. ll7a, Lough- arpton, electrical heating services, J. 
Stourbridge: “J. Hickman Son, Lid, 8. borough-rd., Leicester. Min. Agric. and Gzoves & Co., 19, » Sou 
Cressett-la., Brierley Hill, siamts £3.15 Fisheries Hote} Shellbrook. po Kent: St. Joha’s School, sored 

—Dining-room and kitchen a Zouch, hut, adaptations, etc., aw Bros. oud temporary ; Builders. 
Goodwin school: *W. Batey & Son, “76, War. (Conirs. ), Ltd., 17a, Loughborough-rd., Leices. Decorators, x : 
waka ter. Monmouthshire: Jones Endowed’ School, Monmouthshire : Mod. Sec 

Goventry.—Alterations to form kitchen at Monmouth, temporar —f building, Hiles @ Son: ntypool, ing Rk. OW. Mean: 
Centaur-rd. council school, for E.C. A. H. Lid, Holme Lacey: Hereford. Cefn Boresi Ltd., Harrow-rd. t, Mon. Norfolk: 
Gardner (F.), 11, ene *W. R. Lane & Son, School, Pengam, temporary ———. 7 — C.P. School, kitchen and 
Fisher-rd., son, Railway-bidgs R. G. Carter, Lid., % North. 
Croydor. . ee ee 8, Hurst-way. Blake, shire: Wem Modern School. Towson a umberland : |, addi- 
Son & yWiiliams, architects, 51, High-st.: °J. R. Whitchurch (Salop) Contes. _Lid., bocary buildin ding tional classrooms, ~~ > Bowey & Sons, ie. 
Webster, 121, Sheldon-rd. Whitchurch. Schodl, temporary 19, Back -6t., 

Ennerdale—6O houses at Smithfield, for building, H. Higley & Son, Pride Hill, frewshire: St 's RC. School, Barrhead. 
R. ae *J. Soloman. Brigham, Cumberland. Shrewsbury. School, baschareh, tempo- temporary kitchen and ——— 

iby vagy ere. for rary buildin R. J. Russell, Lid., eens- room, J. T. Grey, » 25, Kilmarnock-rd., 
Waites es Dove. Wiremastic Co -» Lid. : a st. Wolverhampton. Suffolk : Bllver ubilee Giffn Tew. ire: Sec. Mod. 
Co., Ltd., City-rd., Newcastle-on- School, Bury St. Edmunds, erection kitchen and School, Much Wenlock, * temporary building, 

Heole.—-16 houses at Bellard House ‘extate, for dining-room, Harvey G. Frost, Westgaterd., J. Mclean (Bldrs.), Lid., Guen, ar. Wobver- 
U.D.C. |B. Boot, architect. 22, Newgate-st. Bury St. Edmunds. Surrey:" M/E. School, hampton. Surrey: Wasichorse Manor 
Chester; *T. Warrington & Sons, Bliesmere Port, Sondes-pl., Dorking, provision of electricity sup- School, Whitehorse-rd.,  Ternion Heath, _—— 
£19,950. ply service, London and Home Counties Joint and dining-room, M. 

H .—100 houses with roads Electricity ‘Authority, Dorki Managers’ Office. House, n-rd., d North gaa elec 
and sewers, for UDG: *Direct Labour. th-st., Dorking. O.B., Tolw Warwickshire : rd. 

Hyde.—16 houses, Harbour Farm estate, for = floor ey roof construction, Pabrinets a. Warren Parma i* 

T.C. TT. Cooper, 8., Municipal- alias. Green- Products, Littleton-la., hepperton. ‘emporary buildings, iene tee 
wood-st.: *Hugh Owen & Son, Lid., 431, Buxton- weres. : Lick Mil. rd. Senior School, Stourport. Soaks, Lid., ceretaes: aout Notting: 
rd., Great Moor, Stockpo por age buildings, Humphries & Bowdler. ham. Senior Mined School, Ki , tempo- 

itford.—36 flats at Badock-dr. site, for B.C. Kidderminster. Stanley+d. School. rary building, Thos. Bates & Son, a, 
L. E. H. Reynolds, B.E. and 8., Town Hall : ley temporary buildings Geo. Foster ‘Warwick-st., _ Coventry y. Wats 3 MRD. 
Ss ¢. Grover, Ltd., 59, St. George’s-rd., Ley- (Contrs.), Lid. Leamington-rd., Broadway, Porton, nr. Salisbury, supply, delivery and erec- 
tonstene. Ss b of Phase 1 of vycrcesler, Yorks: Secondary Modern ra a KSB ag gg 

.—Development 0 ictoria-rd., Morley, temporary building, J. B. . . es _ 
Ri ea scheme, for B.C. Architects: Brooke & Sons, Lid., 264-274. Manchester-rd. ace, London, E.C.2. Yorks: 0.7 E. ¢ al Teie- 
Stewart & Hendry. Quantity surveyors: a Huddersfield. phone Exchange), West-st., Sheffield, power 
& Trinick, 40, Catherine-pl., 8.W.1: “London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by and battery rooms, C. H. "Gillam & Lid.. 
Rowley (London), Ltd, Bis.an (subject to M.O.W. for week ending May 20 {Harland-nd., Sheffield, 1. NL. 
necessary consents) London: Christ's College Rchool,, Hendon-la., H.Q. Training Centre, 5-7, New York-rd., 

Kensington.—External painting of 93 houses Pinchley, kitchen and dining-room, Day alterations and adap: Higgs & Hill, Ltd. 
at St. Mark’s-rd., Oakworth-rd. and tgs ag’ (Contrs.), Ltd., 705, High-rd., North Finchley, 33, St. ia 
ave., for B.C.: *3. A Tyler & Sons, Ltd., N.12. Woodhouse County School, Woodhouse. War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
Brompton-rd., §.W.3, £2,093 rd.. Finchley, kitchen and dining-room, by_ War for week ended May 15: 
Larne (Co. Antrim).—34 houses, for T.C.: McManus & Co., Lid., 1121, High-rd., Whet- "Stirling : iscellaneous work, Ko vt Beatson 
Duffin, Larne, for 18; *Hugh Girvan & ee stone, N.20. Ches.: Berkley Towers, Crewe, & Son, Alloa. : Building work, R. 
Larne, for 16. kitchen, canteen, fuel bunker and T.0.B., Buckle, Ltd., preatnye, Kent: Concrete oak 
Lewisham.—Conversion into ’ flats of 17, F. J. Gibson (Bidr.), Lid., 38a, Manchester- J. W. Ellingham, Ltd., Maidsto: 

Honor Oak-rd., for B.C. Boro. A. Dept.. Town rd. Wilmslow. Dorset: Radcliffe  Poini. 20 houses at Dudley. for U.D.C. 
Hall, Catford: *Conlans, Ltd., 11, Banjo Works, Osmington, removal of temporary defence works, A. E. Sweetman, 8.: *Direct Labour. 
Village-way, Pinner. Lunnicks, Lid. 5, Vastern-rd., ing. Manchester.—Warehouse and ge at 

Littlenampton.—12 houses at Lyminster-rd., Durham: Bowefield-la. School, Stockton-on-Tees. works, Branson-st. and gem rus-st. Anconts, for 
for U.D.C.; *Ogilvie & Gardner, 2, Jubilee-av.. additional classrooms, George Fordy & Son, Thomas Hope & Sanke udson, Ltd. 
Rustington. pet he Meant: Lid., Boathouse- -la., s selactton, racounty School. Campion. , Devonshire-st., Ardwick, Man- 

rpool.— room and kitchen, ew errington, additio classrooms, Snow ste ; 
st wen g Bie war gl E.c. Sir L. "H. Keay don Bros. Ltd, Belford-rd., Sunderland. Mansfieild.—Extensions to givens baths at 
‘F.), ©.A., Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kings Essex: St. Barnabus School, St. Barnabusrd.. Blidworth Collteries, for N.C. Meaneent sae 
way, Liverpool 1: *James Tomlinson & Co., Woodford, kitchen and dining-room and demo. Welfare section, Hobart House rosvenor-st. 
Lid.. 22, Rosconimon-st., Liverpool 3. lition of A/R.P. shelter, W. J. Cearns, Ltd., §.W.1. C. G. Kemp (F.), 19. Great Portland-st.. 

L.¢.c.Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value Carpenters-rd., Stratford, E.15. Lavender-rd. W.1: *H. James (Mansfield), Lid., Station-st.. 
laced by L.C.C. during period May 19:—Eree- School, Rosemary-ave., | Enfiel , temporary Mansfield. 
ion of Juniper House, Camberwell, a S-storey building, Parsons Bros. & Jennings, Lid., 314. Market Drayton.—12 houses * hg 
block of P flats with lifts, comprising 75 WHigh-rd.. Tottenham, N15. Colchester, ‘Airey Qua Bank estate, for U_D.C. : A. Harvey. 

dwellings, A. T. Rowley (Londo n), Lid. ; erection houses, Hutton (Bidrs. ), Lid., Birch, . Ltd., Market Drayton, £18,821 (snbiect to nego- 


tiation for bine Bye en to M.H. limi 





of blocks 1 and 2 of dwellings ‘and 25 peram- 





bulater sheds at New Cross-rd. site, Deptford, 


s s, 
Velen pe Rea Mag = Res Contracts ts to — 
ay 


of £500 or over for week e fo 


; Seco” hatting, Henry Ashton & 
ee ae on-E “Humber. Dismantling and re- 
erection of * hutting, R. M. Phillips & 
Son, Ltd., Brige ‘Tieea: Surface dressing work, 


Wm. Briggs & Sons, Ltd., “a € Agricultural 
nelntanains work, Stanley H. 8. Overton (Air- 
fields), Ltd., Navenby, Lincs; ¥. 8. bag & 
Co., Ltd., Werringien Pe Sunk * Sf bol meg 
(Gre y rt rors, Readi 
drasoley), OM W).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for By ended ay — 
Cumberland: Bishop Goodwin School, Car- 
isle, kitchen and dining-room, Wm. Batey & 
s ns, 7, Warwick-rd., Carlisle. Devonshire: 
Hartland School, nr. Bideford, temporary 
buildings, Exeter Building (Contrs.), Ltd., 14, 
Dix’sfield, Exeter. Boys’ and_ Girls C/E. 
, hool, Beaminster, temporary buildings, Thos. 


tre e lb The 
aa oT wekeae- la. School, Stockton-on- 


De rham : 
S, jassrooms, George Fordy & 
soc padi eboueein, Stockion, aces 


Caufield-rd. High School, * Shoeburyness. tempo- 
rary buildings, J. C. Flaxman & Sons, Warrior- 
sq. Works, 114, Southchurch-rd. Southend-on- 
Sea. Eastwood High School, Southend-on-Sea, 
temporary buildings, J. E. 











(Dungannon) .— Fac j 
om 59, Chichester-st., Belfast. Plans 
by Oe works Division Ministry "of Finance, Stor- 


mont, Belfast : . Walls & Bros., 29, Annan. 
dale- oy Belfast steelwork, *Portadown 
Foundry, Ltd., Postedown 
Tyme Bight houses at Silver 
Lea Architect, M Mack — 
: *J. H. Fisher & Co., Kenton-la. 3 
—Houses, for R.D.C. Ferguson 
& M’lIlveen, architects; 14 at ne 
*Alfred M’Olean, rsbrid e-rd., a 
£20,731; 3 at Carnesure, Com *M’Farland 
Bros.. Sandoun-rd 
Craigantlet, *F. T. erguson, Greenville Park 
Belfast, £17,172; 18 at rkcubbin, *M’Parland 


Bros., £1,466 per house (subject to Ministry 


approval) 

Northants.—2 police houses at Rushdc3, ~ mg 
Saotee Joint Committee. A. N. Harri 

F.R.LB Marriott, Ltd., Midland 

Works, ham-rd., Rushden, £2.967. Long 
seas house being retendered. 

Airey houses and roadworks at 

a Martins, for R.D.C. & 7, 
83, Suffolk-st., ‘Birmingham 1: 

yo Ltd., ’ Johnstown, Wrexham, 


Provision of changing, messing 
and ‘w~ . accommodation at North Wharf 
depot, for B.C.: *H. Browne Lf ag (Builders), 
Ltd., 1, Westbury-rd., W.2, 


Greenfiel s, 
Walker, 8., 

Gittins & 
£350,8%. 


ircade Offices, Romford, Essex. 

School, kitchen and dining.room,. 7 x Y, ern y Great _ Fioago storer, ie r British aw. 

ies. ‘hoot remporaty, be bangs EH. Bur- CaH be Aof CA led Ut l H 2 Cevtbsumne-ter. ace, Superstractere 

eves ‘ersons. 2. ard-st., steelwork, 

pe Southampton. Herts: yo os man Long & La. Terminal House, Gros- 

see een es §~=RENTOKIL "au; 

po Developments Estates, ga * alansions — Hayy school, for | peg or 

Abbots “Tangiey, temporary bal dings, Globe TIMBER FLUID | CC. 4. Catch (F.). C et heya 
, a rton: OP roe. * 

Nanarkehire:’ St. Johns’ Grammar 7 Sat anderson Containing DDT Peter's B.C. school, Greengate, for EC W 

—— temporary classr nderson 

a Soe ©, Aucune adenan age oo dee to oe “ y 8 pes a a4 pairs of Sys Me gy Pa | Bm 

de ee ee loot... Glasgyn, sirue RENTOKIL LTD. STOCKWELL ROAD, S.WS Smith LRLB A. 4% Revecist. Companion 


tural 
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and 
Romecy and Stockbridge.-16 houses at Nurs- 


*G. oa & Sons, Westcliff-on-Sea, 212,400 
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UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 





pa hy RAS 


are now members of the 


| FEDERATION 
|OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION-—-37 AREAS. 
And over 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





‘Phone or write : 


Secretary : 

26, Ct. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : “ EFEMBE, Holb, London" 
The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


ling. for R.D.C.: *John Hunt, Ltd, South 
Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport. 
Salford.—Dining-room and kitchen at gy 
Peter's R.C. 8&ch., 4s a2 for E.C. W. 
Albert Walker (GM), | Town Hall: *G. 
Fisher (Fallowfield), wy os rd., Chorlton- 
cam-Hardy, ar ‘2. 
Seaton.—6 houses at Eyewell-green, for 
U.D.C.: *C. H. Warren, Colyton (subject to 
M.H. approval). 

Shardiow.—8 bungalows 
i.D.C.: *H. A. Richards, Ockbreok, 


at Spondon, for 
ar. Derby, 


Silvertown.—Repairs at Keiller’s Silvertown 
Works, Factory-rd., Tay Wharf, for Crosse & 
Blackwell, Lid., 2. Soho-sq., W.. Com any’s 
own engineering staff and S. H. and D. E. 
White, civil engineers, 9, Victoria-st., 8.W.1 
“Gray Conoley & Co., Ltd., 72, Victoria- st., 
S.W.1. (Amended paragraph.) 

_ Skegness. —50 houses at Church-la., for 
U.D.C.- *Direct Labour, £70,637. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—18 houses in Kingsley- ’. 
and Greens-la. Architect, G. P. Stainsby. 
High-st., Stockton: *Moorhouse & Seanse 
Thornaby- rd., Thornaby-on-Tees. 

ton-on-Tees.—Alterations and additions 
to railway sidings at corporation gasworks: 
*T. H. Summerson & Sons, Darlington, £10,277. 

Swaffham.—4 pairs of houses for U.D.C. J. 
Owen Bond & Son (FF.), St. Faith’s House, 
Mountergate, Norwich. *R. C. Blake, £10,064. 
Towcester.—32 houses on various sites for 
R.D.C. *Acme Building Co. (Northampton), 
Lid., 34, York-rd., Northampton, £40,536. 
Tunbridge Wells.—(a) 18 houses at Eridge-rd. 
estate, and (b) 6 houses at Clifton-rd., for B.C. 
H. P. ae. B.S. & Water E., Town Hall. 
*Herbert Richardson and Sons, Ltd., Market-pl.- 
chbrs., Dartford, Kent, 18 houses, Ramslye, 
£26,743 ; 6 houses, Clifton-rd., £9,796 

Uttoxeter —8 houses at Bramshall site, for 
R.D.C, C. Drabble, S.: *O’Dair Bros., Ltd., 
Dienster rd.. Tean, Cheadle, Staffs, £10,372. 

Walthametow.— Mission Hall at Brandon-rd. 
L. E. Ashton, architect, 27, Goldsborough-cres., 
es *Barkiems, Ltd., 144, Palmerstone-rd.. 


Warvingten.—16 houses, Dallam Farm estate, 





a 








Boyle's at's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W 10 
Tel.: LADbreke 2879 














WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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for T.€. J. ¥. Hughes, B.S. : 
ence-st., Warrington, £18,264 

West "Ruistip.—Offices at station for British 
ag G.W.R. F. F. Curtis, chief architect 
to G.W.R., 121, Westbourne-terr., W:2. *Tersons. 
2, Seward- ‘st, 1. 

w ‘Tyne.—180 houses at Dunston for 
U.D.C. Direct labour. (Work will not star: 
for some months.) 


Whitby.—Contract No. 132. Roads and sewers 
at The Ropery, Green-la.; Contract No. 135, 
sewers and site works at Abbeville-ave.; Con- 
tract No. 134, 5 yin #~ Airey houses at Abbe- 
Mi yeaa for U. R. Seward, E. & 8 

*C. Bryant & ‘Son, Tide Small Heath, Bit 
Bh nc 10; 133, *J. R. Hunter, Prospect Hill. 
Lek 1s, "*R.'A. Wilson & Sons, Spring Hill, 

itby 

Willesden.—2 flats and 1 house at 2-4. Lydford- 
rd. Cluttons, architects, 5, Great College-st., 
S.W.1. “Roger Malcolm, Ltd., 44, Merely-ct., 


Church-la 

Wimbledon.— Extensions to Elga ig Rail. 
way-pl., for Cona Coffee Machine Co., 343, 
Euston- rd., N.W.1. *Sewell & Rikacdons ‘Ltd... 
Ellson Works, Railway-pl, S.W.19. 

Wood Green.—24 flats on Palmerston- rd. site 
for Wood Green B.C. Vine and Vine, architects, 
12, Tndor-chbr..Wood Green, N.22.  *Bunting 
ee Co., Ltd., 3, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., 


*D. Cooper, Clar- 


Wymondham.—4 pairs of Duplex houses and 
4 pairs of 3-bedroom houses for U.D.C J. 
Owen Bond & Son (FF.), architects and sur- 
veyors, St. Faith’s House, alata Nor- 
wich. *R. G. Carter, Ltd., £19 














PLYWOOD ano 
TIMBER 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR LICENCES. 
SPEEDY ATTENTION ASSURED. 


RUBBER FLOORING—iMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY all plain and mottled colours. 


N. GERVER 


2 10 Mare Stre Hackney, E.8 
- e Street, > Be 
T : AMH 1131'2 5805'7 











re ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 











| TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. - CHAncery 7901-3 

















a ae ol ae on ce) 


crrn= OMS este 2 oe 


oi 


al 





